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Louisiana, from September 8, 9, and 10, 1998, and a report on our
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NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND NATIONAL OFFICERS
THE AMERICAN LEGION, 1919 to Date

Note: In the following list it should be noted that the terms of ‘each group of officers
expire with that particular convention under which they are listed.

* indicates deceased.

HONORARY COMMANDERS
General John J. Pershing*
Marshall Ferdinand Foch*

PARIS CAUCUS
Paris France, March 15 to 17, 1919
Temporary Chairman: Eric Fisher Wood*, Pennsylvania.(Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1955 National Convention.)
Permanent Chairman: Bénnett C. Clark*, Missouri.(Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1926 National Convention.)
Chairman Pro Tempore: Thomas W. Miller*, Delaware. (Voted title of Past National
Commander at the 1968 National Convention.)
Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood*, Pennsylvania.(Voted title of Past National Commander at
the 1955 National Convention.)
At the Paris Caucus an Executive Committee was elected to complete arrangements, the
chairman and secretary of which were:
Chairman: Milton J. Foreman*, Illihois.(Voted title of Past National Commander at the
1921 National Convention.)
Secretary: George A. White*, Oregon.

ST. LOUIS CAUCUS
St. Louis, Missouri, May 8 to 10, 1919
Temporary Chairman: Theodore Roosevelt, Jr. *, New York.(Voted title of Past National
Commander at 1949 National Convention.)
Permanent Chairman: Henry D. Lindsley*, Texas.
Vice Chairmen: John J. Sullivan®*, Washington; Fred Humphrey*, New Mexico; P.C.
Calhoun*, Connecticut.(Voted titles of Past National Vice Commanders at 1933 National
Convention.) |
Secretary: Eric Fisher Wooc*, Pennsylvania.
Chaplain: Thomas H. Wiles*, Colorado.(Voted title of Past National Commander at the
1921 National Convention.)

1st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, November 10 to 12, 1919
Chairman: Henry D. Lidsley®*, Texas. (Voted title of Past National Commander at the
1919 National Convention.)
Vice Chairman: Bennett C. Clark*, Missouri.
Secretary: Eric Fisher Wood*, Pennsylvania.
Treasurer: Gasper G. Bacon*, Massachusetts.
Chaplain: Thomas H. Wiles*, Colorado.
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2nd NATIONAL CONVENTON
Cleveland, Ohio, September 27 to 29, 1920
Commander: Franklin D'Olier*, Pennsylvania.
Vice Commanders: James O'Brien*, California; Allan Tukey®,
Nebraska; Joyce S. Lewis*, Minnesota; Alden B. Chambers, Massachusetts; William
Follett*, Oregon.
Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington.
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana.

Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts.

Chaplain: Rev. Francis A. Kelly*, New York.

3rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Kansas City, Missouri, October 31 to November 2, 1921
Commander: Frederic W. Galbraith, Jr. *, (killed June 9), succeeded by John G. Emery*,
. Michigan. .

Vice Commanders: John G. Emery*, Michigan; Thomas Goldingay*, New Jersey;
Claudius G. Pendill*, Wisconsin; James G. Scrugham®, Nevada; E. Jackson Winslett*,
Alabama.

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington.

Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. John W. Inzer*, Tennessee.

Historian: Eben Putnam?*, Massachusetts.

Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams®*, Indiana.

4th NATIONAL CONVENTION
" New Orleans, Louisiana, October 16 to 20, 1922
Commander: Hanford MacNider*, Jowa.

Vice Commanders: H. Nelson Jackson*, Vermont; George L. Berry*, Tennessee;
Raymond O. Brackett*, Massachusetts; Charles H. Kendrick, California; John A.
McCormack®, Colorado. ..

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington.

_ Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Earl A. Blackman®*,
Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts.
_ Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana,

5th NATIONAL CONVENTION
_ San Francisco, California, October 16 to 19, 1923
} Commander: Alvin M. Owsley*, Texas.
Vice Commanders: Edward J. Barrett*, Wisconsin; Watson B. Miller®, District of
Columbia; E. Erle Cocke, Sr. *, Georgia; Robert O. Blood®*, New Hampshire; Chiles P.
Plummer, Wyoming. "
Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington.
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall®, Indiana.
Chaplain: Rev. William F. O’Connor®, Ohio.
Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts.
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams®*, Indiana.
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6th NATIONAL CONVENTION
St. Paul, Minnesota, September 15 to 19, 1924
Commander: John R. Quinn*, California.

Vice Commanders: Lester Albert*, Idaho; Celora M. Stoddard, Arizona; William B.
Healey*, Pennsylvania; F. Ryan Duffy*, Wisconsin; Dr. I. Thurman Mann*, North
Carolina.

Adjutant: Lemuel Bolles*, Washington.

Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Ezra Clemens*, Minnesota.

Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts.

Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana.

7th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Omaha, Nebraska, October 5 to 9, 1925
Commander: James A. Drain*, Washington. .
Vice Commanders: Frank H. McFarland*, Kansas; Eugene P. Armstrong*, Connecticut;
A.L. Perry, Panama; Peyton H. Hoge, Jr*, Kentucky; William Stern*, North Dakota.
Adjutant: Russell G. Creviston*, Indiana (resigned), succeeded by James F. Barton*,
Towa.
Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana.
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph M. Lonergan®*, Illinois.
Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts.
Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams?*, Indiana.

8th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October 11 to 15, 1926
Commander: John R. McQuigg®, Ohio.

Vice Commanders: Joseph Y. Cheney*, Florida; Hughes B. Davis*, Oklahoma; Vincent
A. Carroll*, Pennsylvania; Raymond B. Littlefield*, Rhode Island; James A. Howell*,
Utah.

Adjutant: James F. Barton®, lowa.

Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. William E. Patrick*, California.

Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts.

Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana.

9th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, October 18, 1927
Paris, France, September 19 to 22, 1927
Commander: Howard P. Savage*, Illinois.

Vice Commanders: C. Thomas Busha, Jr. *, Montana; Stafford King*, Minnesota; John
G. Sims, Tennessee; John E. Curtis*, Nebraska: John G. Towne*, Maine.
Adjutant: James F. Barton®*, lowa.

Treasurer: Robert H. Tyndall*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Joseph L.N. Wolfe*, Pennsylvania.

Historian: Eben Putnam®, Massachusetts.

Judge Advocate: Robert A. Adams*, Indiana.
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10th NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Antonio, Texas, October 8 to 11, 1928
Commander: Edward E. Spafford*, New York.

Vice Commanders: John T. Raftis*, Washington; Ralph T. O'Neil*, Kansas; Paul R.
Younts*, North Carolina; Dan Spurlock*, Louisiana; John M. Henry*, Minnesota.
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Jowa.

Chaplain: Rev. Gill Robb Wilson*, New Jersey.

Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts.

Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas*, Illinois.

11th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Louisville, Kentucky, September 30 to October 2, 1929
Commander: Paul V. McNutt*, Indiana..

Vice Commanders: Lawrence E. McGann, Jr. *, Illinois; George W. Malone*, Nevada,
Edward L. White*, Connecticut; Miller C. Foster, South Carolina; Walton D. Hood*,
Texas.

Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Iowa.

Chaplain: Rabbi Lee J. Levinger*, Ohio.

Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana.

Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts.

Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas®*, Iilinois.

12th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, October 6 to 9, 1930
Commander: O.L. Bodenhamer*, Arkansas.

Vice Commanders: Milt D. Campbell*, Ohio; John J. Dugan®*, Delaware; Morton M.
David*, Colorado; Frank Schoble, Jr. *, Pennsylvania; Willis M. Brewer*, Michigan.
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Iowa.

Chaplain: Rev. George K. Kettell, D.D. *, New York.

Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana.

Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts.

Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas®, Illinois.
13th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Detroit, Michigan, September 21 to 24, 1931
Commander: Ralph T. O'Neil*, Kansas.

Vice Commanders: Bert S. Hyland®, Vermont; Roland B. Howell*, Louisiana; Harry B.
Henderson, Jr. *, Wyoming; Dr. James A. Duff*, West Virginia; Dr. Neal D. Williams®,

.- Missouri.

Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Iowa.
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph N. Barnett, Wisconsin.
Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana.
Historian: Eben Putnam®*, Massachusetts.
Judge Advocate: Scott W. Lucas*, Illinois.
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14th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Oregon, September 12 to 15, 1932
Commander: Henry L. Stevens; Jr.*, North Carolina.
Vice Commanders: Richard F. Paul*, Massachusetts; Forrest G. Cooper*, Mississippi;
Roy L. Coek*, New Mexico; Frank:N. Brooks*, Washington; Harold L. Plummer®,
) Wisconsin.
Adjutant: James F. Barton*, Iowa.

Chaplain: Rev. H.A. Darche*, Illinois.

Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana.
Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts.
Judge ‘Advocate: Remster A. Bmgham*, Indiana.

- 15th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, October 2 to 5, 1933
Commander: Louis A. Johnson*, West Virginia.

Vice Commanders: Russell Meadows*, Arizona; Robert D. Flory*, Nebraska; William
Easterwood, Jr. *, Texas; John J. Maloney*, Maine; Chas. A. Mills*, Florida.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas.

Chapliin: Rev. Irwin Q. Wood*, Idaho.

Treasurer: Bowman Elder*, Indiana.

Historian: Eben Putnam*, Massachusetts (died January 22, 1933), succeeded by Thomas
M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama
Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham®, Indiana.

16th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Florida, October 22 to 25, 1934
. Commander: Edward A. Hayes®, Illinois.

Vice Commanders: Charles R. Mabey®, Utah: Robert L. Gordon, Arkansas; Miguel
Munoz*, Puerto Rico; Ed W. Carruth®, Kansas; Charles L. Woolley*, Rhode Island.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas.

Chaplain: Rev. Robert J. White*, Massachusetts.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Remster A. Bingham®, Indiana.

17th NATIONAL CONVENTION
. St. Louis, Missouri, September 23 to 26, 1935
Commander: Frank N. Belgrano, Jr. ¥, California
Vice Commanders: Daniel J. Doherty*, Massachusetts; Harold J. Wamer*, Oregon; John
K:Kennelly*, North Dakota; Milo J. Wamner*, Ohio; Quimby Melton*, Georgia.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas.
Chaplain: Rev. Park W. Huntington®, Delaware.
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.
Treasurer: James A. Drain*, Washington.
Judge Advocate: James A. Drain*, Washington.
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18th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cleveland, Ohio, September 21 to 24, 1936
Commander: Ray Murphy*, lowa.

Vice Commanders: Raymond F. Gates*, Connecticut; Dr. W.E. Whitlock®, Florida;
Oscar W. Worthwine, Idaho; Dr. F. Whitney Godwin, Virginia; Lewis R. Probst*,
Wyoming.

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas.

Chaplain: Rev. Thomas D. Kennedy*, Missouri.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg?*, Indiana.

19th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, September 20 to 23, 1937
Commander: Harry W. Colmery*, Kansas.

Vice Commanders: Salvatore Capodice®, California; Leo A. Temmey*, South Dakota;
Leonard Sisk*, Tennessee; J. Fred Johnson, Jr. *, Alabama; Jack Crowley*, Vermont.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®*, Kansas.

Chaplain: Rev. Bryan H. Keathley*, Texas.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

20th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Los Angeles, California, September 19 to 22, 1938
Commander: Daniel J. Doherty*, Massachusetts.
Vice Comanders: Drury M. Phillips*, Texas; Phil Conley, West Virginia: Harry M.
Johnson*, Montana; James F. Daniel,
* Jr. *, South Carolina; James R. Mahaffy*, Hawaii.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas.
Chaplain: Rev. Frank J. Lawler*, Illinois.
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.
Treasurer: John Ruddick®*, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

21st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicage, Hllinois, September 25 to 28, 1939
Commandef: Stephen F. Chadwick*, Washington.

Vice Commanders: Edward J. Quinn*, Maine; Charles W. Crush, Virginia: Earl T.
Ross*, Nevada; James T. Crawley*, Mississippi; Henry C. Oakey*, Wisconsin.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®, Kansas.

Chaplain: Rev. Frank J. Lawler*, Illinois.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.
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22nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, September 23 to 26, 1940
Commander: Raymond J. Kelly*, Michigan.

Vice Commanders: Leo E. Ray*, New Hampshire; Charles Q. Kelly*, Arkansas;
Matthew J. Murphy*, Hllinois; James B . Eitzgerald®, Maryland; H. Elwyn Davis,
Colorado.

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas.

Chaplain: Rev. Patrick N. McDermott®, lowa.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

23rd-NATIONAL CONVENTION
- Milwaukee,; Wisconsin, September 15 to 18, 1941
. . Commander::Milo J. Warner*, Ohio.

Vice Commanders: Erwin A. Froyd, Wyoming; James L. McCrory*, Nebraska; Harold
P. Redden®, Massachusetts; Edward R. Stirling®; Pennsylvania; Alcee S. Legendre®,
Louisiana.

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel*, Kansas.

Chaplain: Brigadier William G. Gilks, Texas.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.

Judge-Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

24th NATIONAL CONVENTION
‘Kansas City, Missouri, Septemebr 19 to 21, 1942
- .+ Commander: Lynn U. Stambaugh®, North Dakota.

Vice Commanders: W.C. Sawyer®, Arizona; William DeLacy Allen®*, Georgia; Charies
E. Booth*; West Virginia; V.M. Armstrong®, Indiana; John F. Sullivan®*, Vermont.
Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®, Kansas.

Chaplain: Rev. Frederick J. Halloran®, New Jersey.

. Historian: Themas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.
Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.
-Judge.Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana.

25th NATIONAL CONVENTION
- Omaha, Nebraska, September 21 to 23, 1943
Commander: Roane Waring®, Tennessee.

Vice Commanders: John T. Batten*, Alabama; Arthur J. Connell*, Connecticut; Fred G.
Fraser*, District of Columbia;-Herman H. Lark®, Missouri; Jefferson Davis Atwood®,
New Mexico.

Adjutant: Frank E. Samuel®, Kansas (died July 25), succeeded by Donald G. Glascoff*,
Michigan, Acting Adjutant.

Chaplain: Rev. Paul De Forrest Mortimore®*, Idaho.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana.
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26th NATIONAL CONVENTON
Chicago, Illinois, September 18 to 20, 1944
Commander: Warren H. Atherton®, California
Vice:Commanders: Martin V. Coffey*, Ohio; E.A. Littlefield*, Utah; Robert "Roy"
McMillan*, North Carolina; Edward Al Mulrooney, Delaware; Hector G. Staples®,
Maine.
Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan.
Chaplain: Rev. Paul F. McManus*, Kansas.
Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.
Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

27th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, November 18 to 21, 1945
Commander: Edward N. Scheiberling®*, New York.

Vice Commanders: Bascom F. Jones®, Tennessee; Frank E. McCuffrey, Rhode Island;
Dan M. McDade®*, Oregon; Ray S. Plerson®, Kansas; William P. Shadoan*, Kentucky.
Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rev. DeWitt C. Mallory*, Florida.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

28th NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Francisco, California, September 30 to October 4, 1946
Commander: John Stelle *, Illinois.

Vice Commanders: R. Graham Huntington*, New Jersey_, Fred LaBoon*, Oklahoma,
Sam L. Latimer, Jr. *, South Carolina; H. Dudley Swim*, Idaho; Jeremiah Twomey*,
Massachusetts.

Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. Edward J. Smith®, lowa.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®*, Indiana.

29th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, August 28-31, 1947
Commander: Paul H. Griffith*, Pennsylvania.

Vice Commanders: Joseph W. Brown*, New Hampshire; Martin B. Buckner, Michigan;
Richard C. Cadwallader®, Louisiana; Earnest H. Dervishian*, Virginia; Edward J.
Sharkey*, California.

Adjutant: Donald G. Glascoff*, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rev. Arthur L. Rustad*, Minnesota.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. ¥, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.
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30th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Florida, October 18 to 20, 1948
Commander: James F. O'Neill*, New Hampshire.

Vice Commanders: L.W. Bamns, South Dakota; Albert A. Cree*, Vermont; Richard B.
Ott, Washington; Myron R. Renick, West Virginia; Joe W. White, Georgia.
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley®*, Nebraska.

Chaplain: Rev. Frank L. Harrington*, Montana.

Historian: Thomas M. Owen, Jr. *, Alabama.

Treasurer: John Ruddick*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®*, Indiana.

31st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Philadelphia, Penmsylvania, August 29 to September 1, 1949
Commander: S. Perry Brown*, Texas.

Vice Commanders: James Lane, Alabama; Leonard W. Moody*, Arkansas; James
Annin®*, Montana; Walter E. Alessandroni*, Pennsylvania; Edward J. Kelly*,
Connecticut.

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska.

Chaplain: Rev. Thomas Grice*, California.

Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama.

Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

32nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Los Angeles, California, October 9 to 12, 1950
Commander: George N..Craig*, Indiana.
Vice Commadners: Milton G. Boock*, Minnesota; David H. Fleisher*, Missouri; Frank
E. Lowe*, Maine; J.E. Martie*, Nevada,: Dr. D.R. Perry*, North Carolina.
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley®, Nebraska. .
Chaplain: Rev. Edward J. Carney*, O.S.A., Massachusetts.
Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama.
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®*, Indiana.

33rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami, Florida, October 15 to 18, 1951
Commander: Earl Cocke, Jr., Georgia.

Vice Commanders: Joe Adams*, Florida; Herbert J. Jacobi*, District of Columbia; Felix
Pogliano*, Colorado; Lewis K. Gough*, California; Fred C. Bramlage*, Kansas.
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska.

Chaplain: Rabbi David Lefkowitz, Louisiana.

Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama.

Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®*, Indiana.
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34th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New York, New York, August 25 to 18, 1952
Commander: Donald R. Wilson®*, West Virginia.

Vice Commanders: Adolph F. Bremer*, Minnesota; Frank R. Kelley*, Massachusetts;
Thomas E. Paradine*, New York; Oscar B. Rohiff*, Wyoming; Audley H. Ward®*, South
Carolina.

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska.

Chaplain: Rev. Olaf G. Birkeland®, Wisconsin.

. Historian: Monte C. Sandlin®*, Alabama.
Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

35th NATIONAL CONVENTION
St. Louis, Missouri, August 31 to Septemebr 2, 1953
Commander: Lewis K. Gough®, California.

Vice Commanders: William R. Bourdon®, Arizona; Lyon W. Brandon*, Mississippi;
Wilbur C: Daniel®, Virginia; Harry V. Groome*, New Jersey; J. Addington Wagner,
Michigsn.

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley®, Nebraska.

Chaplain: Rev. John E. Duff*, Ohio.

Historian: Monte C. Sandlin*, Alabama.

Treasurer: Neal Grider®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana.

36th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Washington, D.C., August 30 to September 2, 1954
Commander: Arthur J. Connell*, Connecticut.

Vice Commanders: John A. High*, New Hampshire; Dr.- Deward H. Reed*, New
Mexico; Traman C. Wold, North Dakota; Thomas W. Bird®, North Caroline, Herbert M.
Walker*, Pennsylvania.

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska.

- Chaplain: Dr. Tom B..Clark*, Oklahoma.
-Historian: Robert T. Fairey*; South:Carolina.
Treasurer: Nea! Grider*, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®*, Indiana.

37th NATIONAL CONVENTION
.- Miami, Florida, October 10 to 13, 1955
Commander: Seaborn P..Collins*, New Mexico.
Vice Commanders: Leonard H. Jackson®, Lousiana; Patrick H. Mangan, Jr., Vermont;
Howard C.Kingdem®, Ohio; Dr: Carl J-Rees®, Delaware; Robert L. Shelby, Utah.
Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley®, Nebraska. .
+ Chaplain: Rev. Albert J.-Hoffman®*, lowa.
. Historian: Robert T. Fairey*,:South.Carolina.
-Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana.
. Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.
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38th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Los Angeles, California, September 3 to 6, 1956
Commander: J. Addington Wagner, Michigan.

Vice Commanders; Guy Stone*, Georgia; John H. Van Horn®*, Alaska; L. Everett Page*,
Texas; Gilman H. Stordock*, Wisconsin; James V. Day*, Maine (resigned Jan. 1, 1956),
succeeded by William J. Holliman, District of Columbia.

Adjutant: Henry H. Dudley*, Nebraska (resigned), succeeded by E.A. Blackmore*,

Wyoming. :
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph MacCaroll*, New Jersey.
Historian: Robert T. Fairey*, South Carolina.
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

39th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Atlantic city, New Jersey, September 16 to 19, 1957
Commander: W.C. "Dan" Daniel*, Virginia.
Vice Commanders: Gaylor M. Brown*, lowa; George T. Lewis, Jr., Tennessee; Carl R.
Moser*, Oregon; John E. Stay, Pennsylvania; J. Edward Walter*, Maryland.
. Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.
Chaplain: Rev. Joseph MacCaroll*, New Jersey.
Historian: Robert T. Fairey*, South Carolina.
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg*, Indiana.

40th NATIONAL CONVENTION

Chicago, Illinois, September 1 to 4, 1958

Commander: John S. Gleason, Jr. *, Illinois.

Vice commanders: William A. Cottrell*, Hawaii; Ramon R..Guas*, Puerto Rico; Harry
W. Miller*, West Virginia; Leo A. Lemos*, Rhode Island; Isador Levine*, Indiana.
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.
Chaplain: Rev. Feltham S.James*, South Carolina.
Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert*, New Jersey.-
Treasurer: Neal Grider*, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana.

41st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 24-27, 1959
Commander: Preston J. Moore, Oklahoma.

Vice Commanders: C.D. DeLoach, District of Columbia; John W. Collins, Pennsylvania;
James B. Kerrigan*, Missouri; Robert Charles Smith*, Louisiana; James C. Bangs®*,
Idaho.

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.

Chaplain: Rt. Rev. Msgr. John J. Twiss*, Massachusetts.

Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert*, New Jersey.

Treasurer: Francis Polen*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Ralph B. Gregg®, Indiana.
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42nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Beach, Florida, October 15 to 20, 1960
Commander: Martin B. McKneally*, New York.

Vice Commanders: William A. Brennan, Jr., Indiana; A. Layman Harman®*, South
Carolina: Nate V. Keller*, Minnesota; Irven Frank Gianotti*, Minnesota (appointed
September 14, 1960, to fill vacancy created July 25 by the death of Nate V. Keller);

Willard W. Brandt, North Dakota; Charles McGonegal*, California; Corydon T. Hill*,
California (appointed May 4, 1960, to fill vacancy created January 27 by the death of
Charles McGonegal).

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.

Chaplain: Rabbi Robert I. Kahn, D.H.L., Texas.

Historian: Mrs. Charles A. (Emily) Herbert*, New Jersey.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

43rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Denver, Colorado, September 9 to 14, 1961
Commander: William R. Burke, California.

Vice Commanders: George K. Walker, Massachusetts; James M. Wagonseller, Ohio;
Vincent J. Maxheim*, lowa; Dr. Harry Kretzler*, Washington; R.C. Godwin*, North
Carolina.

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore®*, Wyoming.

Chaplain: Rev. William H. Moss*, Tennessee.

Historian: Glenn B. Hoover®*, lowa.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

44th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Las Vegas, Nevada, October 5 to 11, 1962
Commander: Charles L. Bacon®*, Missouri.

Vice Commanders: Walter W. Barnard*, Montana; Edward T. Hoak*, Pennsylvania;
Wilson H. Morrison*, Michigan; J. Milton Patrick, Oklahoma; Edward Wysocki, New
Jersey.

:Adjutant: E.A: Blackmore®, Wyoming.
Chaplain: Rev. Robert G. Keating*, Connecticut.
Historian: Earl David Young*, Colorado.
Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New York.
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45th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Beach, Florida, September 6 to 12, 1963
Commander: James E. Powers®*, Georgia.

Vice Commanders: Harold D. Beaton, District of Columbia; James W. Doon*, New
Hampshire; Claude A. Hamilton®*, South Dakota; Paschal C. Reese*, Florida; Victor F.
Whittlesea*, Nevada.

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.
Chaplain: Rabbi Albert M. Shulman; Indiana.
Historian: H. Armand de Masi*, Italy.
Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

46th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Dallas, Texas, September 22 to 24, 1964
Commander: Daniel F. Foley, Minnesota.

Vice Commanders: Earl D. Franklin, Jr., Colorado; Emilio S. Iglesias®, Vermont;
Garland D. Murphy, Jr. *, M.D., Arkansas; George Emory Sipple*, Wisconsin; Harry
Wright*, Mexico.

Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.

Chaplain: Rev. John J. Howard*, Virginia.

Historian: H. Armand de Masi*, Italy.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

47th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Oregon;:August 24 to 26, 1965
) . Commander: Donald E. Johnson, Iowa.
Vice Commanders: David Aronberg®, Kentucky; Herbert D. Black®, South Carolina;
Ward W. Husted*, Wyoming; Edward H. Lynch; Jr*, Connecticut; Joseph Paul®,
, Michigan.
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.
Chaplain: Rev. Morris N. Dummet®, Louisiana.
Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana. -
Treasurer: Francis Polen*, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

48th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Washington, D.C., August 30 to Septemebr 1, 1966
Commander: L. Eldon James®*, Virginia. ’

Vice Commanders: Dr. A.R. Choppin®, Louisiana; William E. Galbraith, Neb ;5
Robert O. Phillips*, Philippines; William J. Rogers, Maine; Soleng Tom, Arizona.
Adjutant: E.A. Blackmore*, Wyoming.

Chaplain: Rev. Alfred C. Thompson, New York.

Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.
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49th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, August 29 to 21, 1967
Commander: John E. Davis*, North Dakota.
Vice Commanders: Robert M. Fritz*, Indiana; Lewis W. Emerich, Texas; Harry V.
. Klein, Pennsylvania; Frank L. Orfanello*, Massachusetts; James A. Tadlock*, New
Mexico.
Adjutant: Earnest N. Schmit, North Dakota.
Chaplain: Rev. Anthony J. O'Driscoll*, New York.
Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana.
Treasurer: Francis Polen*, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

50th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New Orleans, Louisiana, September 6 to 12, 1968
Commander: William E. Galbraith, Nebraska.

Vice Commanders: Coleman Nolen*, Oklahoma; Louis R.J. Malo, Rhode Island; Roscoe
D. Curtiss*, Tennessee; Dr. Edward L. Peterson, Utah; Marvin W. Roth, Wisconsin.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Edward P. Nolan*, Pennsylvania.

Historian: Harold A. Shindler*, Indiana.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

51st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Atlanta, Georgia, August 22 to 28, 1969
Commander: William C. Doyle*, New Jersey.

Vice Commanders: C. Russell Huber®, Alaska; John A. Jones*, West Virginia; Howard
E. Lohman*, Minnesota; Lewis E. McCray*, Alabama; Maurice Parisien*, Maine.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. C.J. Olander*, Mississippi.

Historian: Harold A. Shindler®, Indiana.

. Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

52nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Portland, Oregon, August 28 to September 3, 1970
Commander: J. Milton Patrick, Oklahoma.

Vice Commanders: Kent. T. Lundgren®, Michigan; Roland D. Marble, Mississippi;
Raymond F. Mudge, New Hampshire; Earl R. Norgard, Oregon; Gilberto M. Font,
Puerto Rico.

Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. William D. Curtis, Minnesota.

Historian: John A. May®*, South Carolina.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.
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53rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Houston, Texas, August 27 to September 2, 1971
Commander: Alfred P. Chamie®*, California.

Vice Commadners: Claude Carpenter, Arkansas; Max Hanson*, Idaho; *Robert E.L.
Eaton; Maryland; Gabriel T. Olga*, Massachusetts; John E. Gilbert, Pennsylvania.
Adjutant: William F. Hayck*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Milton B. Faust*, North Carolina.

Historian: Howard M. Swinney*, Kentucky.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

54th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, August 22 to 24, 1972
Commander: John H. Geiger, Illinois.
Vice Commanders: Howard W. Fann*, Kentucky; Arthur M. MacCarthy*, Florida; Roy
~ Sweet, Vermont; Harry G. Wiles®*, Kansas; Wallace C.S. Young, Hawaii.
‘ Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana.
Chaplain: Rev. Paul J. Schwaab, Nebraska
Historian: G. Greer McCallister*, Ohio.
Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New York.

5§5th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Honolulu, Hawaii, August 21 to 23, 1973
Commander: Joe L. Matthews, Texas.

Vice Commanders: Tim T. Craig*, North Carolina; Sam Gray®*, California; Donald L.
Gruenbaum, Ohio; Albert J. Moeller*, New Jersey; Raymond J. Novak*, South Dakota.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. L.P. Fitzpatrick*, Iowa.

Historian: Mrs. Loretta O. Phillips, California.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®*, New York.

5§6th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Miami Beach, Florida, August 20 to 22, 1974
Commander: *Robert E.L. Eaton, Maryland.

Vice Commanders: John N. Roberto, Connecticut; Frank C. Brooks, Washington; Gilbert
E. Sheeks, Indiana; Merrick W. Swords Jr. *, Louisiana; N.E. Brown*, South Carolina.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Jerome D. Fortenberry, Missouri.

Historian: R. Robert Filter*, Wisconsin.

Treasurer: Francis Polen*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New York.
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57th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, August 19 to 21, 1975
Commander: James M. Wagonseller, Ohio.

Vice Commanders: Boyd H. Clemens, North Dakota; Jack W. Flynt, Texas; Jay E.
Harville, Tennessee; Donald H. Jeffery, Pennsylvania; William A. Lindsay, Montana.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck®, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Harvey T. Goodling*, Oregon.

Historian: Nolie C. Deas, Sr., Florida.

Treasurer: Francis Polen*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

58th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Seattle, Washington, August 24 to 26, 1976
Commander: Harry G. Wiles*, Kansas.

Vice Commanders: John W. Adams, Jr., Kentucky; Fred W. Anderson, Jr., Nevada; Leo
F. Malloy, Massachusetts; Thomas W. Miller, Arkansas; James F. Walker*, Minnesota.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. Claude E. Smithmier, Georgia.

Historian: Mrs. Dorothy Grimes, Colorado.

Treasurer: Francis Polen®, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

59th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Denver, Colorado, August 23 to 25, 1977
_ Commander: William J. Rogers, Maine.

Vice Commanders: Lloyd J. Berken, Wisconsin; Thomas B. Coll, District of Columbia;
Robert B. Grauberger*, Colorado; Frank A. Kelly, Georgia; Wilbur Walker*, Virginia.
Adjutant: William F. Hauck*, Indiana.

Chaplain: Rev. James C. Tuxbury, North Dakota.

Historian: Alton H. Carpenter, New York.

Treasurer: Francis Polen*, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

60th NATIONAL CONVENTION

New Orleans, Louisiana, August 22 to 24, 1978

, Commander: Robert Charles Smith*, Louisiana.
Vice Commanders: Eugene V. Lindquist, Minnesota; Roger A. Munson, Ohio; John J.
‘O'Connell*, Rhode Island; Chester Phillips, West Virginia; Irving B. Selmer*,
Wyoming.
Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen*, Minnesota.
Chaplain: Rev. Walter D. Power*, Maryland.
Historian: Amnold J. Stockstad*, North Dakota.
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.
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61st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Houston, Texas, August 21 to 23, 1979
Commander: John M. Carey, Michigan.

Vice Commanders: L. Max Connoly*, Arizona; Alvin F. Grauerholz, Kansas; Joseph F.
Ward, New Jersey; John H. Wienand, Jr. *, Alabama; Nathan M. Wolfe, South Carolina.
Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen®*, Minnesota.

Chaplain: R. Drew Wolcott*, Mexico.

Historian: Harry H. Kretzler, M.D. *, Washington.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

62nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Boston, Massachusetts, August 19 to 21, 1980
Commander: Frank 1. Hamilton, Indiana. _

Vice Commanders: G.Y. Fails®, New Mexico; Keith A. Kreul, Wisconsin; Bob. Legan,
Arkansas; Max E. Robinson, North Carolina; Lawrence R. Spaulding®, New Hampshire.
Adjutant: Frank C. Momsen®*, Minnesota.

Chaplain: Rev. Karl E. Kniseley, California.

Historian: Phillip Haddad, Oklahoma.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

63rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Honolulu, Hawaii, September 1 to 3, 1981
Commander: Michael J. Kogutek, New York.
Vice Commanders: Ralph M. Godwin®*, Mississippi; Keith H. Gwilliam, Utah; Matthew
W. Jamieson*, Michigan; Robert W. Lowry, Nebraska; Dr. Almo J. Sebastianelli,
Pennsylvania. -
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanegle, Michigan.
Chaplain: Rev. George S. Macres*, Minnesota.
Historian: Neal S. Sundeen, Arizona.
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis®, New York.

64th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, IHinois, August.24-26, 1982
Commander: Jack W. Flynt, Texas.
Vice Commanders: Frank T. Markowqh' Missouri; Dan C. McDonough*, Alaska;
Percy C. Miller, Tennessee; Melvin “Doc” Simon, Vermont; David A. Wade*,
Maryland. .
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Mlchxgan
Chaplain: Rev. George R.M. Rumney, Vlrgmxa
Historian: Bernard J. Chisholm®, Minnesota.

. Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.
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65th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Seattle, Washington, August 23 to 25, 1983
Commander: Al Keller, Jr.*, Illinois.

Vice Commanders: Robert C. Gabrielson, South Dakota; Margaret M. Malone, New
Jersey; H. Melvin Napier, Indiana; Jack C. Plato®, Oregon; Leo O. Walker*, Oklahoma.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rev. John D. Kempf*, Ohio.

Historian: James W. Conway, Massachusetts.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge’ Advocate: Bertram G. Davis*, New York.

66th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Salt Lake City, Utah, September 3 to 5, 1984
Commander: Keith Kreul, Wisconsin. .

Vice Commanders: J. Leslie Brown, Jr., Kentucky; Roberto Gonzalez, Puerto Rico;
Charles R. Green®, Ohio; Robert W. Groccia, Massachusetts, John N. Lockhart®,
Hawaii.

Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: James Clay McKee, Utah.

Historian: Herberta T. Stark*, New Hampshire.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.

67th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New Orleans, Louisiana, August 26-28, 1985
‘Commander: Clarence M. Bacon, Maryland.
Vice Commanders: Robert S. Turner, Georgia; Harold E. Collett*, Idaho; Ronald D.
- Birk, Kansas; Stewart Kunde*, Minnesota; Stephen J:- Mikosky*, Pennsylvania.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.
Chaplain: Rev. Charles G. Rice, Jr.*, New York.
Historian: Roy B. Mahoney, Florida.
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.

68th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Cincinnati, .Ohio; September 2 to 4, 1986
Commander: Dale L. Renaud, Iowa.

-Vice Commanders: Bernard Black, South Carolina; Norman Conn®, California; Vito M.
DeFilipp, Maine; Miles S. Epling, West Virginia, H.F. Gierke, North Dakota.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: Dr. Gordon L. Patterson, Nebraska.

Historian: Ethel M: Matuschka, Wisconsin.

“Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.
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69th NATIONAL CONVENTION
San Antonio, Texas, August 25 to 27, 1987
Commander: James P. Dean, Mississippi.

Vice Commanders: William M. Detweiler, Louisiana; Doris R. Gross, Washington;
Donald E. Neil, Delaware; Allen L. Titus, Indiana; Ervin F. Van Dyke, Wisconsin.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rev. Arthur J. Jakobiak, New Mexico.

Historian: J. Ruffin Apperson, Virginia.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.

70th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Louisville, Kentucky, September 6 to 8, 1988
Commander: John P. "Jake" Comer, Massachusetts.
Vice Commanders: Neale V. Cabral*, Connecticut; Joe Frank, Jr., Missouri; W.P. "Bill"
Peterson, Montana; Paul B. Phifer, Jr., Virginia; Leon Reed, Arkansas.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan. -
Chaplain: Rev. Jerry Salveson*, Minnesota.
Historian: Edward F. Brennan, Illinois
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.
Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr.; Maryland.

71st NATIONAL CONVENTION
Baltimore, Maryland, September 5 to 7, 1989
Commander: H.F. "Sparky" Gierke, North Dakota.

Vice Commanders; Thomas L. Gabel, Ohio; Harvey Holcomb, Texas: Archie. Pozzi, Jr.,
Nevada; Ray G. Smith, Sr., North Carolina: John P. Tipping, New York.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rev. F. Robert Davidson, Michigan.

Historian: Richard A. Stevens, Louisiana.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.

72nd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Indianapolis, Indiana, August 28 to 30, 1990
Commander: Miles S. Epling, West Virginia.

Vice Commanders: Vincent E. Blank, Iowa; Joseph E. Caoette, New Hampshire; Andrew
J. Cooper, Alabama; Gerald Goetzinger, South Dakota; Vinton R. Guy, Colorado.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: Lynn S. Kearsley, Idaho.
Historian: C. Carl Pilgrim, South Carolina.
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.
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73rd NATIONAL CONVENTION
Phoenix, Arizona, September 3 to 5, 1991
Commander: Robert S. Tumer, Georgia.

Vice Commanders: Lewis Adams, Nebraska; James T. Anderson, Wyoming; Fred M.
Ingellis, Mississippi; Harry F. McDowell, Florida; George E. Sampson, New Jersey.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rev. Michas M. Ohnstad, Minnesota.

Historian: Harold Matthew Branton, Texas.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.

74th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Chicago, Illinois, August 25 to 27, 1992
Commander: Dominic D. DiFrancesco, Pennsylvania.

Vice Commanders:James “Jim” G. Brouillette, Vermont; Thomas P. Cadmus, Michigan;
Ronald C. Murphy, Arizona; Lawrence F. Roy, Oklahoma; Lee R. Stolful, Kansas.
Adjutant: Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain: Rev. Donal M. "Jack" Squires, West Virginia.

Historian: Bettie M. Canon, Montana.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate: Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr, Maryland.

75th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, September 7 to 9, 1993
Commander:Roger A. Munson, Ohio.

Vice Commanders:Joseph V. Adams, Pennsylvania; Paul Andrejewski, Minnesota; John
Wm. (Bill) Murphy, Arizona; Louis A. (Tony) Santillanes, New Mexico.
Adjutant:Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.

Chaplain:Rev. James R. Wagner, Mississippi. -

Historian:Delfo Barabani, Massachussetts.

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.

Judge Advocate:Philip B. Onderdonk; Jr., Maryland.

76th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Minneapolis, Minnesota, September 6 to 8, 1994
- Commander:Bruce Thiesen, California.
Vice Commanders:Juan H. Cintron, Puerto-Rico; Douglas A. Mason, Utah; John J.
.- Mulkern, Massachussetts; K.W. Ohl,:Indiana; Curtis O. Twete, North Dakota.
- Adjutant:Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan.
Chaplain:Masgr. Raymond-J. Kozlowski®, New York.
Historian:Marjorie T. Simpson, Georgia.
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana.
Judge Advocate:Philip B. Onderdonk, Jr., Maryland.
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7TthNATIONAL CONVENTION
Indianapolis, Indiana,September 4 to 6, 1995
Commander :William M. Detweiler, Louisiana
Vice Commanders:Joseph T. Craig, Alaska; Silas M. Noel, Kentucky; Calvin E. Patton,
Maryland; H. Gordon Burleigh, New York; Vernon K. Grosenick, Wisconsin
Adjutant:Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan
Chaplain:Rev. Roy L. Pryor, South Carolina
Historian:Carl S. Wipperman, Washington
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate:Philip B. Onderdonk, Maryland

78th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Salt Lake City, UtahAugust 30 to September 5, 1996
Commander:Daniel A. Ludwig, Minnesota
Vice Commanders:Keith Baker, owa; William L. Ciciotte, Maine; Robert D. Scott,
Oregon; C. Darrel Haskell, South Dakota; Ralph J. Reel, Tennessee
Adjutant:Robert W. Spanogle, Michigan

Chaplain:Joseph E. Reynolds, Texas
Historian:R. Paul Tenney, Vermont

Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana

Judge Advocate:Philip B. Onderdonk

79th NATIONAL CONVENTION
Orlando, FlordiaAugust 29 to September 4, 1997
Commander:Joseph J. Frank, Missouri
Vice Commanders: Wilson R. Timmons, Florida; Orland H. Taylor, Hawaii; Roger L.
Wild, Nebraska; Albert M. Robotti, New Jersey; Robert L. Bowen, Virginia
Adjutant:Robert W. Spanogle
Chaplain:Charles H. Richmond, Oklahoma
Historian:Barbara "Bobbe" Stuvengen, Wisconsin
Treasurer:Webber LaGrange
Judge Advocate:Philip B. Onderdonk

80th NATIONAL CONVENTION
New Orleans, Louisiana September 4 to 10, 1998
Commander:Anthony Jorgan, Maine
Vice Commanders:Erwin Gus Williams, Connecticut; Conrad A. Chisholm, Idaho;
Norris W. Preston, Missouri; Gerald L. Moore, Ohio; Robert E. Vass, West Virginia
Adjutant:Robert W. Spanogie, Michigan
Chaplain:Rev. Henry E. Eisenhart, Pennsylvania
Historian: Tommy Mills, Mississippi
Treasurer: Webber LaGrange, Indiana
Judge Advocate:Philip B. Onderdonk






XXX1

FOREWORD

This booklet has been prepared for the information of members of The American Legion.
It has come to be known as the Summary of Proceedings of the National Convention for the
current year. It is a comprehensive resumé, in as small space as possible, of what took place
at the Eightieth Annual National Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana, September 8-10,
1998.

The final report of the National Organization for the period ending December 31, 1997, and
Balance sheet as of December 31, 1997 and Surplus Analysis, January 1, 1997 to December
31, 1997 are included in the Summary.

To make a quick distribution, speed has been necessary. Every precaution has been taken
to avoid errors, but some may have occurred in the rush of Convention events and the haste
of editing and printing. '

Permission is hereby given to quote from this Summary without further consent. However,
because of the nature of our resolution process, I urge that the full text of any or all resolve
clause(s) is used when a quotation from a resolution is required for publication.

Robert W. Spanogle
National Adjutant

Note: At various times, the National Vice Commanders, as follows, presided over the
Convention sessions, when called upon by presiding officer, in accordance with the Uniform
Code of Procedure as shown in the verbatim proceedings: Erwin Gus Williams, Connecticut;
Conrad A. Chisholm, Idaho; Norris Preston, Missouri; and Robert E. Vass, West Virginia.



PROCEEDINGS
of the
80TH ANNUAL CONVENTION
of

THE AMERICAN LEGION

Tuesday, September 8, 1998

..At 8:30 am., the Delegates were entertained by Mr. Peter Ole, our organist.
..At9:00 am,, the Delegates assembled for the 80th Annual National Convention, and
the followmg proceedings were
NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: The 80th National Convention will come to
order Please nse as the Speedway Color Guard of The American Legion Post 500 from
peedway, p the Colors and Gerry Thibodeau sings the National Anthem.
..Speedway Color Guard of American Legion Post 500 in Speedway, Indiana,
pmemed the Colors, following which the Delegates sang the National Anthem.
NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: For the invocation, our National Chaplain,
Reverend Henry E. Eisenhart from American Legion Post 242 in Quakertown, Pennsylvania.

Invocation
Rev. Henry E. Eisenhart, Pennsylvania, National Chaplain

Most glorious God, from Whom we come, with Whom we live, and under Whom we
return, as we assemble together and turn another page in the annals of The American Legion,
we entreat Your presence at this opening of its 80th Annual National Convention. With a
perseverance of purpose, devotion of duty, and single-hearted of spirit, then us
to discharge our responsibilities of memorializing comrades promoted to the ranks of
everlasting life, hearing and applauding speakers, accepting committee reports, debating
issues, resolving resolutions, adopting constitutional changes, and electing National
Officers. When we light the peace candle in holy mémory of all comrades who have

ded to the beckoning call of the Supreme Commander, pour Your boundless
compassion upon us. Make Yourself manifest in the living flame to recall the promise of
eternal life. Make us a channel of your peace and let it shine forth in us daily to portray the
spiritually en masse of God and Country. Amen.

Post Everlasting Ceremony and
Lighting of the Peace Candle

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN EISENHART: As we begin the 80th National Convention-
in New Orleans, we pause to remember four leaders of The American Legion. These four
men are representative of countless Legionnaires whose hallmarks were their unfailing
service to God and Country. Albert L. Keller, Jr., Department of Illinois, National
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Commander 1982 to 1983, a World War II Army Corps veteran and a member of Post 85
for 52 years, passed away November 12, 1997. Harry G. Wiles, Department of Kansas,
National Commander 1975 to 1976, a World War II Navy Veteran and 2 member of Post
1 in Kansas for 51 years, passed away June 2, 1998. George Gagnon, Department of Maine,
National Sergeant-at-Arms 1997 to 1998, a Vietnam veteran of the United States Army and
a member of Post 80, he passed away March 15, 1998. Gerald L. Moore, Department of
Ohio, National Vice Commander 1997 to 1998, a United States Air Force veteran of the
Korean and Vietnam wars and a member of Post 526 for 43 years, passed away March 24,
1998. I ask you to pause for a moment of silent prayer for the service of these men.

...A moment of silence was observed.

COMMANDER JORDAN: I'd like now to call upon the National Sergeant-at-Arms
Emest Paradis of Maine to light the peace candle.

...At this time National Sergeant-at-Arms lighted the Peace Candle.

POW/MIA Empty Chair Ceremony

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: We pause to remember those who are listed
as Prisoners of War, Missing in Action from World War II, Korea, and Vietnam. This is a
solemn time during our convention because The American Legion remains committed to
determining the fate of those who so valiantly served. This morning, our POW/MIA flag
will be placed on the Empty Chair by Mrs. Betty Patureau, her son, Harold Hellbach, Jr., and
Mabel Rousselle. Mrs. Patureau’s first husband, Captain Harold Hellbach, United States
Marine Corps, was lost on a mission over Vietnam. Within the past year, his remains were
identified and returned to the family for burial. Mrs. Rousselle is the sister of United States
Marine Corps’ Corporal Lawrence LeBoeuf, who disappeared in Korea in 1950. His remains
were recently discovered during a rare mission in North Korea in search of missing
Americans. These family members will be assisted in placing the POW/MIA flag by Past
National Commander Robert Turner of Georgia, Chairman of the Special POW/MIA
Committee and John Brieden, Chairman of the Foreign Relations Commission.

...At this time, the POW/MIA Flag was placed on the Empty Chair.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: We are thankful, for these two missing
Americans have finally been retumned to their native soil. At this time, we vow to these
family members and to the thousands they represent this morning, that we will not waver
in our resolve to determine the fate of thousands of our comrades who continue to be listed
as POW/MIAs. I want to thank these families very much for participating in this ceremony.
We in The American Legion understand what this issue means.

Pledge of Allegiance

...At this time the Delegation recited the Pledge of Allegiance and then recited the
Preamble to The American Legion Constitution. Then the Color Guard was dismissed.

Presentation: Representatives of The American Legion Youth Programs
NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Change is my passion as I’ve told

everyone who would listen this past year. Change can be good. Today, you’ll experience a
change, a change which will inspire you, I’m sure. A change that brings statistics alive for



3

you. In the process, you’ll meet outstanding American leaders of today and of tomorrow.
Our 80th National Convention opening is called ‘change.” Since the first convention in 1919
one constant ‘vision’ has endured—the ‘vision’ of America’s veterans, joined together in
The American Legion, a vision which sees each generation of American youth as
individuals. These are individuals to whom we must pass traditional values such as justice,
freedom and democracy, values that guide not only The American Legion—but generations
of Americans.

Author Edna Ferber wrote: “Living in the past is a dull and lonely business.” For the
men and women of The American Legion, there hasn’t been time for that. For 79 years,
dedicated Legionnaires have been looking to go forward at all times.

There is no better example of the collective vision of Legionnaires—spanning four
generations—than the thousands of graduates of American Legion programs. By giving so
many youth the opportunity to achieve success in Legion programs, the legacy of those
World War I veterans who founded The American Legion is sustained.

As we gather for the 80th National Convention of The American Legion, it’s a fitting
tribute to those visionary founders of World War I that we hear from youth champions, past
and present.

Our first guest is familiar to each and every one of you, the man to whom I was proud
to present the American Legion Public Relations Award, NBC Nightly News anchor Tom
Brokaw.

Video: Tom Brokaw

Greetings everyone and I’'m happy to be with you once again to talk about my
experiences with Boys State. It was the summer of—it was a long time ago—1957 when 1
was elected governor of Boys State in South Dakota. I was just 17 years of age. It was a high
honor in that state and it was a continuation of my interest in student politics and my interest
in journalism. Later that summer, I went off to work in my uncle’s rock quarry in northern
Iowa and temperatures had reached about 120 degrees. I was on the end of an air hammer
when the real governor of South Dakota, who had become a friend of mine during Boys
State, Joe Foss, the Congressional Medal of Honor winner, called to invite me to be his
partner on a quiz show in New York. I accepted with alacrity.

I was happy to get off the air hammer, out of the rock quarry and make my first trip to
New York. And it was on that trip that I began to think, maybe I could do the kind of work
that I’m doing today. So, it was the beginning, really, of my career, that election of Boys
State governor. I’'m very happy, also, to offer my congratulations to Kevin Sladek of Texas
who has been elected President of Boys Nation. That too is a singular honor. I wish you all
the best. I hope you have a great Convention.

ANNOUNCER: Mr. Brokaw acknowledged the 1998 President of American Legion
Boys Nation and now it’s our turn to meet him. Please welcome to our national convention
a young man sponsored by Post 144 in his hometown of San Marcos, Texas, Kevin Sladek.

1998 Boys Nation President
Kevin Sladek, San Marcos, Texas

My participation in Boys State and Boys Nation is one of the most amazing experiences
that I have had in 17 years of life. I learned many things about my country and my
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government. And I will treasure these lessons always. I saw, for the first time, the most
intimate workings of our democracy. And my teachers were the leaders of the most powerful
nation in the world. But in this school of government, I learned something more important
than fact. I learned the value of good people. In my brief tenure as governor of Texas, and
as the president, I came to realize that the single most important aspect that a group can
possess is the quality of the individuals that comprise it. When one surrounds oneself with
competent, committed people, there is nothing that cannot be accomplished. As a result of
my time at Boys State and Boys Nation, I will move into the future with a greater
understanding of the human potential and a greater appreciation for what together we can
accomplish for the future of ourselves and the future of this great nation. Thank you very,
very much and God bless.

ANNOUNCER: Our next guest is not a graduate of an American Legion youth
program, but over the years he has certainly worked with many of them, General Manager
of the Los Angeles Dodgers—Tommy Lasorda.

Video: Tommy Lasorda

The American Legion program is such a wonderful program. You know, I’ve been part
of people who have graduated from those series, people who have performed in The
American Legion Baseball program. I think it’s great, it’s great for America because it gives
youngsters the opportunity to express themselves on the baseball field. It teaches them how
to react. It teaches them that whatever they do on that baseball field will be beneficial to
them for the rest of their life. In American Legion Baseball, we have some of the greatest
people who have spent their time coaching these young men. These are the people that we
must commend because they are the unsung heroes of our communities and of our country.
The American Legion, one of the greatest organizations this country will ever produce, will
continue running the baseball program because it develops strength, character and great
citizens for this great nation of ours. God bless The American Legion Baseball program and
God bless you.

ANNOUNCER: Now it’s time to meet a young man that might find himself playing
for the Dodgers in the future—the 1997 American Legion Baseball George W. Rulon Player
of the Year—sponsored by American Legion Post 15 in Medford, Oregon. Please welcome
Nate Philo. )

1997 Baseball Player of the Year
Nathan Andrew Philo, Medford, Oregon

Receiving the title of American Legion Baseball Player of the Year last year was the
single greatest accomplishment of my life. And through the glory of God and through The
American Legion, I was able to experience blessings that were beyond my comprehension.

It wasn’t my greatest accomplishment though because of the publicity that I received
or for the people that I met. It was because I was able to witness the direct result of my
moral leadership and the pride one can obtain by playing and living each day by the moral
and just standards that The American Legion epitomizes. Through American Legion
Baseball and its code of conduct, I learned such life qualities as having a love for God,
having a positive attitude, fairness, humbleness, self-control and respect for my great
country. As my team and I went through the ranks of national competition, the stress that
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was placed on these virtues grew even more intense. So, therefore, when the time came for
the Player of the Year to be chosen, I was honored, extremely honored to be the one chosen
out of 70,000 players around the nation to represent these virtues so cherished by The
American Legion. It is an experience that will never leave my memory and I have you, The
American Legion, to thank for your support in my dream.

Video: Zach Thomas

Hello, my name is Zachary Lee Thomas. I was 1995 American Legion Eagle Scout of
the Year. I am currently a senior at The United States Military Academy. I was really
involved in Scouting throughout my junior high and high schoolcareer. I really enjoyed
Scouting and was very involved. I felt like my biggest goal in Scouting was to become an
Eagle Scout. From there, I decided that I wanted to become Eagle Scout of the Year.

I found out about The American Legion Scout of the Year through a friend who was
actually in The American Legion. I applied for American Legion Scout of the Year in 1994
and I made it to state. I won state but decided to pursue the scholarship and went on for it
again in 1995 when I received National Scout of the Year. It was really a great honor to be
able to receive Eagle Scout of the Year. I feel like I owe a lot not only to my parents and to
God, but just to the people that helped me get there and The American Legion for helping
me get that award.

ANNOUNCER: The newest American Legion Eagle Scout of the Year is sponsored
by Bennington Post 266 in Bennington, Nebraska, Mark David Sukraw.

1998 Boy Scout of the Year
. Mark D. Sukraw, Bennington, Nebraska

It is a privilege and an honor to share with you what Scouting has done for me. Money
cannot buy the treasures | have received as benefits of Scouting. The ideals and high
standards of Scouting stated in the oath, law and motto have become part of my character
and helped me to find who I am and what I stand for. Scouting is action-packed and has
allowed me to learn, explore, adventure, serve and grow. Scouting is developing a love of
and respect for God, Country, others, myself and nature, practicing survival, emergency and
first aid skills, learning flag etiquette and the duties of effective citizenship, traveling,
camping, hiking, canoeing, participating in community service projects and making friends.
The badges on my uniform are colorful symbols that represent accomplishments in areas that
interest me. The advancement trail invites achievement. Scouting has motivated me to learn
group dynamics and develop leadership skills that have rewarded me in spiritual, academic,

- physical and ‘social pursuits. Unforgettable treks, thrilling adventures, and common tasks

- taught me the necessity of honor, perseverance, empathy, cooperation, flexibility, patience
.and:a sense of humor. Skills were taught through hands-on activities and hard work. And
I found very quickly that you can have a lot of fun while you’re at it.

My memory bank is overflowing with Scouting moments and my investment of time
and energy in scouts has produced dividends that will pay handsomely as I draw upon these
experiences. I am indebted to those who chartered, supported, led and challenged our troop.
Especially, The American Legion Post 266 of Bennington, Nebraska which holds the charter
for our varsity Scout team. I am proud to be a Boy Scout and I intend to reinvest myself and
return part of what I have been given by serving as an adult leader, doing what I can to
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encourage others to get involved in the Scouting adventure. Thank you, American Legion
for your partnership with the Boy Scouts of America. Together we serve and we make a
difference.

Video: Launi Meili

Hello, my name is Launi Meili. As a former Olympic gold medalist, I know the thrill
and challenge of competition. I attribute a lot of the skills that I used in competition to my
beginning experience as a shooter in The American Legion Junior Shooting Sport. Every
Thursday night for four years, my parents would drop me off at the local range. And there,
volunteers from The American Legion would come down to help junior shooters perfect
their skills. They would also help us leamn the responsibility of using and owning a fire arm
and we would also set goals and that was very important for me later in my career. The
volunteers really created a positive environment that we leamned the sport in and made it a
sport for life.

I try to use those skills today. I work with the NRA on its coaching program where we
try to give coaches experience and knowledge to help their junior shooters. I also work at
the NRA junior camp where I try to create that same positive atmosphere for the shooters
coming in to make them enjoy the sport as long as they can and make them a sport for life.

ANNOUNCER: This morning another young lady joins us as the 1998 Precision
National Champion of the American Legion Junior Shooting Sports Program. Sponsored by
Madison County, Georgia, American Legion Post 39—please greet Kelly Dove.

1998 Gold Medalist, Precision Category
Junior Shooting Sports Program
Kelly Dove, Comer, Georgia

I’'m involved in a sport that’s often stereotyped as a ‘guy’ sport. But in recent years, it
has proven itself to be an area that girls can excel in also. For me, competitive shooting
began on my local 4-H BB team. From there, I went on to compete on my high school rifle
team as well as in national competitions such as the Junior Olympics, the NRA Sectionals,
USA Shooting Nationals, the World Team tryouts and, just recently, The American Legion
Nationals in Colorado Springs, Colorado at the Olympic Training Center. The American
Legion has: given me the opportunity to go to many new and exciting places, meet many
interesting people and proven to me that anything is possible if you’re willing to make the
sacrifices and work hard enough to achieve your goals.

Video: Jennifer Demmon

The American Legion is helping me through college to the tune of $16,000. I won The
-American Legion’s National High School Oratorical Contest. If you’re a high school
student, you, t00, can earn money to help with your college education and learn more about
the U.S. Constitution at the same time. Ask your school to look into the Legion’s Oratorical
Contest. I'm glad I did.
JENNIFER DEMMON: Twelve years have passed since I recorded that message. And
The American Legion contest remains one of the greatest experiences of my life. In addition
to the obvious benefits of leaming about the Constitution and improving my speaking skills,



the contest gave me the opportunity to visit new cities and meet people from all over the
country. The scholarship money was another great benefit. That money could not have been
more needed or more appreciated. Combining that award with other awards, allowed me to
complete seven years of college with little or no help from my family and very little in
student loans. These days, that is rare. Another great benefit was the support I received from
-the local American Legion. Whenever and wherever 1 competed, the Iowa Legionnaires
were there cheering me on. If you’re a high school student today, I urge you to take part in
The American Legion contest. The hours I spent practicing and preparing my speech were
worth every minute.
ANNOUNCER: Perhaps waiting to follow in the footsteps of Jennifer Demmon is the
1998 National High School Oratorical champion from Parkton, Maryland. She is sponsored
by Parkville Post 183 of Parkville, Maryland. Please welcome, Erin Plettenberg.

1998 1st Place Winner National Oratorical Contest
Erin L. Plettenberg, Parkton, Maryland

I woke up this moming with that feeling in my stomach again. The one that means that
I’m going to have to speak in front of a large group of strangers before the day is out. I tried
to reason with that feeling, I thought “I shouldn’t be nervous. There’s no one here to judge
me. There won’t be any timers. There’s no money on the line. Besides, I’ve done this so
many times before. It should be easy by now.” But the feeling wouldn’t listen.

Then I realized that my speech here today is the most important one I've made so far.
I’m not here to win scholarship money or to impress judges. I have a much greater purpose.
I am here to represent to you over 30,000 exemplary young people, the participants in the
National American Legion High School Oratorical Contest.

1 can tell you a lot of things about my involvement in the contest. I could tell you how
it furthers patriotism by focusing on the Constitution, the thing that makes America great.
I could tell you how it teaches determination by requiring hard work and-lots of practice. Or
I could tell you about hew it encourages education by granting young people the means to
continue their studies. But 1’d rather tell you about the most important thing that I gained
from my involvement—vision, positive, realistic vision for the future.

Throughout this weekend and throughout my life,.I’ve heard the echoes that come from
the media’s focus on the negative side of young people: It may be hard to believe, but
sometimes even I feel discouraged when faced with the actions of my peers. But through my
involvement in the local, district, departmental and especially the national levels of this
contest, I'was able to interact with some amazingly talented youths, youths who supported
and encouraged each other.

Scientists have proven that performing in front of a large audience, being all by
yourself up on stage is the scariest thing a human being can do. I’m not sure whether or not
1 disagree with that. But I am sure that in a situation that stressful, what could have turned
competitive and ugly, I saw young people come together instead of split apart. It was a
miracle that I was blessed to take part in and one that I hope to carry with me throughout my
life into other areas. )

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Before us are representatives of thousands of
young citizens who benefit from your active role in your hometown. The vast majority of
graduates of - American Legion youth programs can be found in business, industry and

~government—from one end of America to the other, each working in their own way to shape
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this great country of ours. For these champions with us this morning, they, too, will soon
complete their education and move forward to lead in their own special way.

At this 80th National Convention of The American Legion we salute our youth
champions—past and present—for they are the embodiment of the vision of our founders.
They are our present and our future.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Joining us to offer a special welcome to
Louisiana is the first businessman to be elected Louisiana governor in recent political
history. He became active in politics because he was frustrated with the non-responsiveness
of state government. In 1987, he was elected to the Louisiana Senate, becoming a voice for
business and of less government intrusion into people’s lives.. It’s worth noting that his
business and political combination is rooted in family history. His grandfather, Murphy
Foster, was Louisiana’s governor from 1892 to 1900. As Louisiana prepares for the turn of
another century, it does so with another Foster at the helm.

Please welcome a U.S. Air Force veteran of the Korean War and a member of American
Legion Post 63 in Franklin, Louisiana, the Governor of Louisiana, the Honorable M. J.
“Mike” Foster, Jr.

Addfess: The Honorable Murphy J. Foster, Jr.
Governor of the State of Louisiana

As a veteran and a Legionnaire, I want to welcome you, Mr. Commander, Madame
President, National and State Officers and Committee members, city of New Orleans
officials and distinguished guests, and fellow American Legion and Auxiliary members, to
New Orleans in Louisiana. I’'m proud and honored that you have chosen Louisiana and New
Orleans to host the 80th National Convention. I welcome you and bring greetings on behalf
of Louisiana Veterans Affairs Commission and the 378,000 veterans of Louisiana. I hope
you’re having a good time in New Orleans. We have a saying down here in Louisiana
“Laissez les bon temps rouler!” That means, “have a good time”, but in French it means “let
the good times roll”. So, if you’re not having a good time, that’s your fault.

Louisiana is called ‘the Sportsman’s Paradise’. It’s on the back of our license plates.
If time permits, you ought to go out and try the fishing; hunting is just beginning. We’re a
state that understands conservation. We have more game today in our forests and more fish
today off our coast than we did 20 or 30 years ago. So, we’re headed in the right direction.

Also, Louisiana believes in educating it’s young people. We probably have one of the
finest programs that exist anywhere in the United States. If a youngster in this state makes
an average ACT and takes a few tough courses, he can get his college paid for by this state.
We think that’s where the future is in Louisiana. Sort of like the GI Bill.

Something else you might like about Louisiana. We really think the victims of crime
have a lot more rights than criminals. If someone breaks into your home, or your place of
business, or tries to car jack you in this state, you do whatever you have to do to stop them
and you’re not going to have to face a grand jury. You can get a [gun] permit to carry in this
state if you’re in a high crime area and you won’t get locked up for doing that. Let me tell
you what else we do in this state. We’re trying to clean it up and we use our prisoners as
hard labor to clean our highways. Something else I hope you would like—and knowing all
of us or some are at the upper end of the scale, as veterans go in age—hopefully we don’t
have to face this very soon, but Louisiana’s probably the first state in the union to do away
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with the death tax. In a few years, there will be no inheritance tax in Louisiana. We’re
phasing it out. You work all your life, you ought to be able to keep what you make.

Last but not least, Louisiana is a patriotic state. You burn a flag at your own risk in
Louisiana. In fact, when we had a state senator here a few years ago and he couldn’t figure
out a way to pass the bill that I’m sure the courts declared null and void. He couldn’t figure
out how to do it. But he said if someone happened to burn a flag and you did something to
the flag burner, there were no criminal charges. This state is dead serious about encouraging
our Congress to move forward with a Constitutional Amendment. I’ll lead the fight. I’ll
guarantee you that if the Congress does it, Louisiana will be one of the first states to endorse
that Constitutional Amendment.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Our second guest hails from Louisiana. She
was just 23 when she began her political career as a member of the Louisiana Legislature.
After two terms, she became the Louisiana State Treasurer and then was elected to the
United States Senate in 1996. Today she serves on three key Senate committees: The
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry; The Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources; and The Committee on Small Business. Please welcome the Honorable Senator
Mary Landrieu. :

Address: The Honorable Mary Landrieu
United States Senate, Louisiana

I see here our mayor and our Congressman Bill Jefferson and our mayor Marc Morial.
Two wonderful leaders for this very dynamic city and part of our leadership team for this
great state. I also want to acknowledge our good friend, Bill Detweiler, your former National
Commander, who has been just a tremendous leader and has brought great honor to
Louisiana. We like it when our people are in charge of big organizations and this is one of
the largest in the world. There’s no hotter place to be, unfortunately, for a convention, than
in August and September. But New Orleans is hot in more ways than one. It’s a wonderful,
spicy city and I hope you all have eaten a lot of our great food and danced at so many places
and enjoyed our wonderful music. I ran into Paul Buckley, who manages this hotel and I
said, “Well, how did they do?” He says it’s been the best group he’s ever had, they didn’t
cause any trouble over the weekend and they don’t listen loudly to that music. You can
come back to the Hilton anytime according to the manager.

I know you have a great program this morning, so I just really want to be brief in my
remarks, mindful of the 13th Beatitude which is “Blessed are the brief, they shall be invited
back”.

Your volunteerism is extraordinary. In this day and age, in the late 90°s, as we enter
into the next century, it’s so important for us torealize that government can’t do everything.
It can tackle problems and it should be an active partner in soluticns. But the private sector
and individual effort have always been and will always be important.

I was with many of you in Philadelphia, as the President and leaders such as Colin
Powell and others, called our nation to a higher degree of service. Thank you for the work
you do with the Children’s Miracle Network, for all the hospitals that you fund, for the work
that you do with our young people. As you veterans and your sons and your daughters and
your spouses have said “We’re not giving up on our young people. We’re not going to
classify them all as not being able to be helped and to be citizens of our country. We’re
going to reach out.” So, I want to thank you, because here in Louisiana, we believe in that.
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Along with the mayor, Congressman Jefferson, the governor and others, we’ve
launched a couple of partnerships between our state and individuals to reach out into every
community and every neighborhood, whether it’s for health care, to getting children off to
an early start, to teaching a child to read, to reaching out to a young person who’s had a
problem with drugs. We believe in volunteerism and thank you that your service never ends
and you continue to serve our great country in a wonderful way.

I also want to reiterate my support today for tobacco legislation. I’'m hopeful. I have
supported the effort. I know that there are some critics but I believe that we do need to
increase the cost of a pack of cigarettes and redirect that money into health care benefits and
discourage people from smoking, young people as well as old. And there’s no more effective
way to do that than to raise the cost of a product and discourage people from purchasing it.
Buyt for the veteran, the members of The American Legion who were in the service when
cigarettes were provided to you, you were actually encouraged to become addicted. I've
heard stories from veterans. Some of the veterans have told me that when they were in
service, they let them off duty to take a cigarette break. But those who were just sitting
around not doing anything, they put to work. So, it’s sort of a way of encouraging people
to smoke, and it was wrong. We didn’t know what we know now [about smoking]. I’'m fully
supportive of 100% funding for veterans with smoking related illnesses. I was proud to co-
sponsor the amendment along with Jay Rockefeller and others to reinstate the money in the
budget 100% so that veterans with tobacco-related illnesses can be covered in this package
when and whenever it’s put together. Hopefully sooner than later. But you can count on me.

My father was in the army for a brief period and served in the Pentagon. In fact I was
bom for just about $8.00 in the army hospital right there in Washington, I said I came cheap,
but I haven’t been that cheap since.

I’m going to support the flag burning amendment. I believe it’s the least we can do to
protect this symbol of freedom that so many have given their lives, given everything dear
to them. And I’ll be with you at that vote. Now, I do believe that vote will come up before
we break for this Congress. You can count on me to stand with you as I said I would two
years ago. Remember the words of Margaret Mead who said that “a small group of
committed and dedicated individuals can change the world”. In fact, it’s never been done
any other way. You have helped literally to change the world to protect our freedom, to
force back communism, to save the world from tyranny. And you’ve done it bravely and
courageously. I’m proud to be a small part of that effort with a family that has a great history
of service to the country.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Our next guest is serving his second term as
a U.S. Congressman representing Louisiana’s 2nd District—which includes his hometown
of New Orleans. He serves on the Ways and Means Committee and on its subcommittees
on Trade and Human Resources. A graduate of Southern University A & M and of Harvard
University Law School this man is only the second member of the U.S. House of
Representatives in recent years to obtain a Master of Laws in Taxation from Georgetown
University while serving in Congress. This man is a flag supporter, you can be assured,
because he wrote an article in our magazine in the past. Please welcome a fine
lawmaker—and a co-sponsor of the Flag Protection Amendment in 1997 when it
overwhelmingly passed in the house—the Honorable William J. Jefferson.
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Address: The Honorable William Jefferson
United States House of Representatives, Louisiana

This is an important time in the history of our country. A time, when largely, we are
a country at peace in a conventional sense, but a time when we are challenged in very unique
ways, in very non-traditional ways. We are at war with terrorists around the world. It calls
upon all of us to have a different approach, a different resolve, really, and different strategies
for dealing with this almost invisible enemy. At a time like this, it’s important for all of us
to think about how we can better serve our country in this regard. I’'m very pleased to see
that this organization is taking up this issue to help us think through how best to make the
appropriate response, and how best to make the right strategy, how best to win this war that
we must win to make sure that our people across this world are safe wherever they work,
wherever they carry out their missions for our country, for the people we represent. So,
thank you for what you’re doing in this regard.

I have supported, as your Commander said, the flag amendment for all the time that I
have served in the Congress. It turns out to be my 4th term, I wish it were my 2nd, I would
be younger, as I just told the mayor. But I think the flag amendment is important. I think it
is an important values issue and important moral issue. I have tried my best to be there on
this question and I think that while it is not easy to be done, that if we keep-pressing and
working on it, sooner or later, the right will win out on this issue and we will get this done.

In the Congress this year, not only are we working on the flag amendment, but also on
the GI Bill of Health which is obviously important to so many people. We’re working on
health care issues, such as the Patient’s Protection Act, particularly how it applies to men
and women who served in the armed forces. I have also worked hard on this piece of
legislation. We may not get it done as you would like to see it done, but you’ve made
tremendous progress in this area with the influence you’ve given on this question and,
believe me, it’s an important issue that I continue to support.

1 voted also, I’'m proud to say, against using veterans money to pay for transportation
bills. I think it’s wrong for our country to deny veterans who have tobacco-related ilinesses
tied to their military service denied those benefits. I don’t know why veterans ought to be
singled out on this quest for all other Americans. And so, I have supported this area. The VA
budget, the DoD budget, the VETS budget, every year that it comes up, every time I have
a chance to speak for veterans, every time I have a chance to support quality of life issues
for the military, generally speaking, I have supported your line on the budget. I continue to
support this year.

1 did have the pleasure of serving in the armed forces myself. When I talk to the old
vets on Veterans Day at the hospitals, they kind of chuckle at the nature of my service. I was
a judge advocate general lawyer. But none the less, I was there, I am a veteran. I understand.
Veterans understand how important it is to have our soldiers taken care of when they serve
and after they serve. And it’s been important to me to have been a part of the Army. The
expanded veterans preference program that John Mica has, I support his bill. The
Montgomery GI Bill for education benefits, I continue to support. I think the work that you
do to underline how critical military forces are to our country continue to be, how strong it
is, how important it is to keep it strong around the world, I stand with you. I will, so long
as I serve. I thank you for your support of me over the years and, believe me, it’s a mutual
support society. I will continue to support you.
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NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: As we begin our 80th National Convention
in New Orleans, it is an honor to have our next guest stop by to bring us greetings. He is one
of the youngest mayors in New Orleans’ history. And that youth has helped him bring
vitality, energy and a renewed sense of pride to this great city. His most significant
accomplishment as mayor is reducing crime and restoring public confidence. The city has
launched new partnerships to revitalize neighborhoods. The city’s economy is growing and
beginning to move. He has eamned quite a positive reputation which has given him the
opportunity to serve in key leadership roles such as at the U.S. Conference of Mayors and
the National Council of Elected County Executives. Now, the Honorable Marc Morial, the
Mayor of New Orleans.

Address: The Honorable Marc Morial
Mayor of the City of New Orleans

Welcome to New Orleans. As Senator Landrieu said, it is hot here and our food is hot
and our politics is also very hot. But don’t be bashful about spending a lot of money here.
I can assure you, you can eat, you can drink, you can be merry, or you can take advantage
of all of the wonderful cultural, historical and other attractions that New Orleans has to offer.
We are very proud that for the fifth time in your history, we’re the host of this very
important gathering.

We’re also very proud that you gather here just two years away from the beginning of
a new millennium, a new century. We acknowledge the important role that the American
military has played in this, the 20th century. We cannot forget, and we cannot let our
children forget, and our children’s children forget, all of the wars, all of the battles and all
of the struggles that have taken place in the 20th century. Struggles based on principle,
struggles for the cause of freedom and justice and equality, not only for those who happen
to be American citizens, but for people throughout the world. Indeed, your organization is
dedicated to service, to assisting those who have served, assisting their families, and to
assisting those who might be in service.

In our city, in an effort to better acknowledge the role that the military has played, we
created the Mayor’s Military Advisory Council, four years ago. As I took office, it became
clear that the role of the military in the economy and the social affairs of this city were quite
significant but, often, and too often, overlooked.

"l tell you a story. It happened when I was running as all candidates for mayor do, to
have to sit at the knees of the editors of our daily newspaper, beseeching them for an
endorsement. And a question came up. “What sector of the New Orleans economy, what
industry do you believe we should make a very special effort to maintain in this
community?” Now, mind you, at the time, we were going through the Base Realignment &
Closure process. We were very concerned in this community about losing the important
military presence. I said, “I think we need to make a better effort to maintain and strengthen
our military presence.” And one of the editors said, “No, you misunderstand the question.”
I said, “No, let me explain my answer. Any organization that has a multi-billion dollar
economic impact in terms of its spending, has over ten thousand employees, has Navy and
Coast Guard and Marine establishments here in our community, and has people who are
educated, who work with youth, who work with seniors and who work with the elderly, and
when combined, employs more people than the largest private sector employer in our
community, I think we need to make a special effort.”
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In cities all across this nation, New Orleans being no exception, we are fighting to
rebuild our economy, fighting to push crime down, fighting to attract people who have
moved out to move back in. And in this city, the partnership that we’ve developed with the
military, through the Mayor’s Military Advisory Council, has been one of the significant
accomplishments in this community in the last five years. Because of it, we withstood the
BRAC process virtually unscathed. Because of it, now even our newspapers and others in
this community recognize that the military is an important entity and institution here in our
community. As you meet here, and as you return to your local communities, I hope that you
will reach out to all of your local elected officials, mayors and county councilmen and city
council members, state legislators and others all around the nation to beseech them and
implore them to recognize the importance that the military plays in the everyday lives of our
communities. In New Orleans, we have done that and in New Orleans we are going to
continue to commit to make that relationship even more meaningful and even more
successful for the people of this community.

Now I want to make two presentations. Firstly, to Commander Jordan, on behalf of the
Mayor’s Military Advisory Committee. I am very proud to confer upon him a declaration
of merit and appreciation for service to the city of New. Orleans, its citizens, and members
of the United States military in furtherance of the mission and goals of our committee.
Congratulations. And secondly, is a certificate of appreciation, which makes Commander
Jordan an honorary citizen of New Orleans. Everything is included, all rights, duties and
privileges, except you can’t vote here and the key to the treasury is in my pocket. Also,
certainly, to the National Adjutant, Robert Spanogle. I’m also proud to confer upon you the
same certificate of merit and appreciation. Congratulations for your work. We appreciate
your commitment to the mission and goals of our committee.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Great job, Mayor. Each year it takes a lot of
hard work, many countless hours and many volunteers to stage an American Legion
National Convention. Our next guest put in long hours helping pull all the volunteers
together in preparation for this week. He has served The American Legion well. I present
to you from Post 15 in Crowley, Louisiana, J. E. “Al” Gibson.

J. E. ‘AP’ Gibson, 1997-98 Department Commander
The American Legion of Louisiana

As a 42-year member of The American Legion, it’s always a pleasure to be here. I told
my governor, earlier when he came up, I was a Democrat but I was going to vote Republican
again, for the second time because he’s doing such a good job and he supports us in
Louisiana as veterans. I told him he’s one of the first I’ve seen in the United States of
America who had a title that read ‘Governor of Louisiana’ on his Legion cap. I said you
might be setting a first all throughout the United States.

Also, I think it’s important that we always recognize friends of The American Legion.
I’d like to introduce to you our executive director of Veterans Affairs. He’s a retired colonel
of 29 .years and a combat veteran of Post 38, Jerry Strickland. Our National Commander has
a tie in Louisiana that I did not realize until he came down to Monroe, Louisiana for our
state convention. He tells me that he has a brother-in-law named Thibodeau. Now, he
doesn’t spell it the way we do in Louisiana, he just left the ‘x’ off is what he did. So, if he
ever moves to Louisiana, all he has to do with his birth certificate is add the ‘x’ and he’ll be
an honorable Cajun.
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The 38,000 plus Legion members welcome you to Louisiana to its southern hospitality.
We hope that your stay in New Orleans will always be remembered as 'L ‘aissez les bon
temps rouler en Louisian It means let the good times roll in Louisiana. The Convention
Corporation has put forth much effort to make this a well-remembered convention. If we can
be of any service to you during your stay, please feel free to ask any Legionnaire with a
pelican on his or her cap and I’'m sure they will be well recepted to help you in any way
possible. Commander Jordan, I wish you a most successful convention.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: You know, we know it must be a great honor
to host an American Legion National Convention. It is also the focal point of years of hard
work by dedicated volunteers in the host city and state. It is a pleasure to present a guy that
probably needs no introduction here this morning, a guy that has served The American
Legion very well. He is a Vietnam Veteran of the United States Army and has served The
American Legion faithfully for over thirty years. Please welcome the Chairman of the
Louisiana Convention Corporation and Past National Commander William ‘Bill’ Detweiler.

William M. Detweiler, President
The American Legion National Convention
Corporation of Louisiana, Inc.

Mr. Commander, welcome to the city of New Orleans. We are happy to host this 80th
Convention, the fifth convention that this city has hosted and my fourth. [ wasn’t here in
‘22. I don’t know if I was thought about in ‘22. I’m happy to have the opportunity to help
host it. What makes it all worthwhile are the smiling faces and the friendly comments that
we receive. A lot of people in the First District of The American Legion here in Louisiana,
as well as our neighboring districts and throughout the state, have worked long and hard to
host this convention, to prepare for this convention. But I hope that while you’re here in the
city that you will enjoy some of the treasures of New Orleans that make this city unique.

Probably one of the most important is the lifeblood of this city and that’s our river.
When the Pope came to New Orleans a few years ago, one of his regrets was that he was
here for three days and did not get a chance to see the river. Because, unlike living in the
Midwest or walking across the Mississippi in Minnesota, you have to go up on our levy
system in order to see the river. It’s a mile wide, over a hundred feet deep here at the turn,
and we’re protected by levies. You’re sitting in a city that’s 6 feet below sea level.
Apparently, the river was a little low on Sunday and God decided that we needed to have
a little water to put in the river to fill it up. So, unfortunately, as a result of that, you did not
get an opportunity to see or participate in our parade and in particular you did not get an
opportunity to see the representatives of the military organizations that the mayor talked
about that are housed in this city. We are very proud of the economic impact and we work
very hard on the state level through the Governor’s Military Commission, as well as the
Mayor’s Military Commission, to take care of our military, to make them feel and welcome
them here.

As the governor mentioned, we’re getting rid of inheritance taxes. That’s a big thing.
And we’ve changed our inheritance tax laws in this state to make people welcome and to let
them have the opportunity to deal with their own property.

I hope you’ve had an opportunity to see some of our museums. And without doubt, I
know that you’ve experienced one of the products or one of the beverages that was invented
here in the city of New Orleans, and that is the cocktail. Here, the battle of New Orleans was
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fought. Here, it was planned by Jean Lafitte, not PNC Dan ‘the Pirate’ Foley, if you haven’t
seen it. Here was planned the Battle of New Orleans to save the city. We also house some
fabulous antique shops and I’m sure you’ve had an opportunity to go through the French
Quarter, which actually is built of Spanish architecture, because the original quarter burned
and the Spaniards came in and rebuilt it. Those buildings are preserved. We have very strict
preservation laws in this city. And we try to maintain the uniqueness that the French
historian De Tocqueville wrote about when he came through America in the 1850s. He
thought that the most unique city in the United States was New Orleans, although he didn’t
consider it an American city.

We are now proud to also call ourselves the home of the National D-Day museum. You
will hear from Stephen Ambrose tomorrow. But it is here that the Higgins boats, the landing
craft that made those invasions possible, the successful invasions of the Pacific, were built.
We are very proud of that and very proud that on June 6, 2000, the National D-Day museum
will open, not only to celebrate and to remember the invasion of Normandy, but also to
remember other invasions, particularly in the Pacific.

We are a city of great tradition. We are a city of a blend of cultures. And we are happy
that you have come to join to with us for the fifth time. I hope that you have had an
opportunity to get out and-about to see our fair city. We want you to come back, and as the
mayor said, we’re a poor city.so leave some money.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Thank you to all our speakers for their
welcome. You can be proud of your city, your state and the work you have done to host this
80th National Convention of The American Legion. The hospitality of everyone has made
the days before convention most enjoyable to each and every one of us. Please tell all of the
Legionnaires and their families and the volunteers thank you on behalf of the delegates and
the guests to this convention, a job well done.

The majority of the men and women we elect to serve as our U.S. Senators are back in
Washington today, as the final days of the 105th Congress begin to wind down. They are
facing many important issues, including a vote on the Flag Protection Amendment. That is
why Senator John Breaux is unable to be here with us this moming in New Orleans.
However, he has taken the time from his schedule to send video greetings to us.

= Address: The Honorable John B. Breaux
United States Senate, Louisiana

- Hello, I'm Senator John Breaux of Louisiana. I’'m sorry I’'m unable to be with you all
in New Orleans this week. As set forth your legislative agenda for the year, I'd like to talk
about some of the issues that I know are important to you. Today, you all are holding a rally
here in Washington on the steps of the United States Capitol that show your support for the
flag protection amendment As an original co-sponsor for this legislation, 1 think it is
important that we protect the American flag and all of the honor and prestige that it
represents. I think we have a real chance of getting this legislation passed. Our support has
been-growing in the Senate. We now have a total of 61 co-sponsors.

Possibly one of the most important issues facing veterans today is adequate and
affordable health care for all of our veterars. I voted recently to increase the funding for the
- veterans’-health care programs by $320 million dollars. While I'm very disappointed that
- this particular measure didn’t pass, I will continue working to help increase our funding for
the veterans health care program. Luckily, increased funding isn’t the only solution as there
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are many structural changes in the way that we provide health care that can help us operate
more efficiently. I recently sponsored a bill that would look at the possibility of using the
Federal Employees Health Benefits Program to provide adequate health care for our
Medicare eligible military beneficiaries. And as the chairman of the National Bi-Partisan
Commission on the future of Medicare, I’'m working to find real solutions fo help save one
of our most important national health care programs. Quality, affordable health care is
something that we all want. I wish you good luck this week in New Orleans and much
success in the coming year.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Now to our National Adjutant, Robert
Spanogle.

Call for Convention
Robert W. Spanogle
National Adjutant

NATIONAL ADJUTANT SPANOGLE: The call to the 80th Annual National
Convention of The American Legion. By the authority of the National Executive
Committee, the Eightieth National Convention of The American Legion is hereby called to
meet in New Orleans, Louisiana, September 8th through the 10th, 1998. The Convention
business sessions will be held in the Hilton Riverside Hotel Grand Ballroom, first level.

PURPOSE

The Annual National Convention is the legislative body of The American Legion. The
Convention is called for the purpose of setting the programs of The American Legion for
the ensuing year, amending the National Constitution and By-Laws, and for the transaction
of such other business as may be brought before it. At twelve o’clock noon of the final
session, or at the conclusion of all other business of the National Convention, whichever
first occurs on Thursday, September 10, 1998, officers for the ensuing year will be elected.
These being the National Commander and five National Vice Commanders in that sequence,

REPRESENTATION

Representation in the Convention shall be by department and in accordance with the
provisions of the National Constitution. (Sec. 3, Art. V).

«...each Department shall be entitled to five delegates and one additional delegate for
each one thousand members or major fraction thereof whose current dues have been
received by the National Treasurer 30 days prior to the meeting of said Convention August
10th, and whose registration fees as fixed by the National Executive Committee for its total
authorized delegate strength have been paid and to one alternate for each delegate.” (Sec.
3, Art. V).

In addition to the above, the members of the National Executive Committee are
delegates to the National Convention with vote, which shall be exercised with their
respective departments, except the vote of the National Commander shall be exercised only
in his capacity as Chairman of the National Convention. (Sec. 3, Art. VII)

“Each duly registered delegate shall be entitled to one vote.” (Sec. 4, Art. V).

Delegates to the National Convention shall be accredited in writing to the National
Adjutant in the number and manner prescribed by Article V of the National Constitution.
The rights of the departments to make and accredit substitutes for absentee delegates or
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altemnate delegates shall be recognized by the National Adjutant provided that such
substitutions shall be officially certified by the Department Commander, the Department
Adjutant at the time of certification required by the National Constitution, or at any time
prior to the adjournment of the first session of the National Convention. .

ALTERNATES

Alternates shall have the power to vote only in the absence of regular delegates.

The selection of alternates who represent absent delegates is a matter for decision
within the respective delegations.

The vote of any registered delegates absent or not represented by an alternate shall be
cast with the majority of registered delegates present from his or her department.

NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

A meeting of the new National Executive Committee will be held at the call of the
National Commander within 24 hours after the adjournment of the National Convention as
provided by the National By-Laws.

DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS

Department officials, unless elected as delegates or alternates to the National
Convention, have no privileges in the Convention except as guests of their respective
departments.

CONVENTION COMMITTEES

No. of Members to which
Convention Committee each Dept. is entitled:
Americanism One Delegate
Children & Youth One Delegate
Constitutional Amendments One Delegate

Credentials and Internal Affairs
Credentials and Other Internal Matters,

(Sections I & II) . One Delegate

Membership (Sec. ITl) One Delegate
Economic

Employment & Veteran Preference One Delegate

Other Economic Matters One Delegate
Finance One Delegate
Foreign Relations One Delegate
Legislation & Rules One Delegate

National Security Committee; Joint Meeting
(Includes Aerospace, Defense Civil Preparedness,
Merchant Marine, Military Affairs, Naval Affairs,
Law and Order Convention Committee)
[mmediately following national security joint meeting:
Aerospace One Delegate
Defense Civil Preparedness One Delegate
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Merchant Marine One Delegate

Military Affairs One Delegate

Naval Affairs One Delegate

Law and Order One Delegate
Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation

Claims Rating One Delegate

Hospital and Medical Services One Delegate

That concludes the Call to the Convention.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: I now declare the 80th Annual National
Convention of The American Legion to be regularly convened. The chair recognizes Herm
Harrington of New York, Chairman of the National Convention Committee on Credentials
and Internal Affairs for the purposes of making a report. .

Report: Section on Credentials and Other Internal Matters
(Section I of Convention Committee on Credentials and Internal Affairs)
Herman G. Harrington, New York, Chairman

To the Eightieth Annual National Convention of The American Legion, New Orleans,
Louisiana, September 8, 9, 10, 1998.

Forty-two members and guests of the section on Credentials and Other Intemal Affairs
met at 9:00 a.m., September 6, 1998, in the Melrose Room, 3rd Level of the New Orleans
Hilton Riverside Hotel, New Orleans, Louisiana.

Herman G. Harrington of New York was elected Chairman, and Larry 1. Besson of
Ilinois was elected Secretary.

It was regularly moved, seconded and carried to accept the Delegate Strength Report
as reported by the National Adjutant certifying membership 30 days prior to National
Convention. It was regularly moved, seconded and carried that the report be based upon the
provisions of Section 3, Article V, of the National Constitution: Five delegates for cach
Departrent, plus one additional delegate for each 1,000 members or major fraction thereof,
whose current dues have been received by the National Treasurer thirty (30) days prior to
the opening of the Convention (August 10, 1998); and one alternate for each delegate. In
addition, in accordance with Section 3, Article VI, members of the National Executive
Committee which committee includes the National Commander, who exercises his vote only

‘in his capacity as Chairman of the National Convention, and five (5) National Vice
Commanders are delegates to the National Convention.

All living Past National Commanders are members of the National Executive
Committee without vote and life delegates to the National Convention with vote, which is
exercised in their respective Departments. (Voting strength figures attached.)

Motion was adopted by majority vote that the Committee Chairman and Secretary be
authorized to sign the Committee report on behalf of the Committee.

In accordance with the membership report certified to the Convention Committee on
Credentials and Internal Affairs by the National Adjutant on August 10, 1998, and in

_accordance with Article V of the National Constitution, the voting strength of the 55
Departments is 3,161 allocated as follows:
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AlG0ENA 31 Montana 18
Alaska 15 Nebraska 66
Arizona 44 Nevada 13
Arkansas 29 New Hampshire 3
California 150 New Jersey 86
Colorado 31 New Mexico 20
Connecticut 39 New York 206
Delaware 16 North Carolina 53
District of Columbia 9 North Dakota 31
Florida 126 Ohio 164
France 8 Oklahoma 37
Georgia 52 Oregon 34
Hawaii 9 Pennsylvania 259
Idaho 18 Philippines 8
Iilinois 156 Puerto Rico 15
Indiana 140 Rhode Island 17
fowa 82 South Carolina 31
Kansas 57 South Dakota 34
Kentucky 38 Tennessee 40
Louisiana 45 Texas 98
Maine 34 Utah 15
Maryland 87 Vermont 23
Massachusetts 74 Virginia 56
Mexico 8 Washington 45
Michigan 102 West Virginia 36
Minnesota 130 Wisconsin 83
Mississippi 26 Wyoming 14
Missouri 72

Mr. Commander, as a duly elected and registered delegate from the Department of New
York, I move for the adoption of this report.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Do [ hear it seconded?

...Motion seconded. '

All in favor so indicate by the usual sign. Opposed? The ayes have it. It’s adopted.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: The chair recognizes Charlie Pesso of New
York, Chairman of the National Convention Committee on Legislation and Rules for the
purposes of making his report.

Report: Convention Committee on Legisiation and Rules
Charles Pesso, New York, Chalrman

The Convention Committee on Legislation and Rules met at 10:00 AM on Sunday,
September 6, 1998 in the Rosedown Room of the Riverside Hilton Hotel in New Orleans,
Louisiana. Forty-two (42) delegates assigned to this Convention Committee were in
attendance, plus twenty (20) guests.
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Following the preliminary activities to officially organize the Committee, the
Permanent Chairman and Secretary were duly elected. I, Charles Pesso, a delegate from the
Department of New York, was elected Permanent Chairman. Claude Carpenter, a delegate
from the Department of Arkansas, was elected Permanent Secretary.

The Committee then proceeded to the business agenda by considering the Rules of the
Convention. A motion was unanimously approved by the Committee to recommend the
adoption of the Standing Rules of the Conventions as they appear in the Uniform Code of
Procedures for Organizing National Conventions of The American Legion. A second
unanimously approved motion allows the Secretary and Chairman to make technical
corrections to the Committee Report, as necessary and appropriate. Finally, an approved
motion authorizes the Chairman and Secretary to sign the report on behalf of the Convention
Committee on Legislation and Rules.

Committee Delegates heard remarks from the Honorable Hershel Gober, Deputy
Secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs. Mr. Gober’s comments addressed
improvements made throughout the Department during his tenure. He also discussed his
vision for VA in the 21st Century. Deputy Secretary Gober’s presentation concluded with
a “question and answer” session. The Committee is currently in recess subject to the “Call
of the Chair.”

The Legislation and Rules Committee did not receive any resolutions for consideration
or action. However, the Legislation and Rules Committee would like to offer the Convention
Delegates a brief report on current congressional developments impacting issues of primary
interest to The American Legion.

The American Legion is in the final stages of the legislative process to secure a
constitutional amendment to protect the flag of the United States against physical
desecration. Reports are coming in from across the country of excellent grassroots lobbying
being done by The American Legion family and the Citizens Flag Alliance. The next thirty
days will be extremely critical in this legislative campaign. We need maximum effort by
everyone in The American Legion family during this final push for passage. Cards, letters,
phone calls, and personal visits with all one hundred Senators are absolutely imperative to
the success of this effort.

Today, Members of the House of Representatives return from their August recess to
resume work, with Members of the Senate, to finalize the Fiscal Year 1999 budget. All
thirteen appropriations bills are still pending. Differences between the House and Senate
passed versions must be settled before going to the White House for Presidential action. The
American Legion is closely monitoring the final negotiations on these bills, especially
funding for the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, Department of Labor, and the Department
of Defense.

On October 6, Legionnaires from across the country will accompany the newly elected
National Commander to Capitol Hill. Their purpose will be to discuss the legislative
mandates adopted by the Delegates at this National Convention. The highlight of this event
will be the National Commander’s testimony before a joint session of the House and Senate
Veterans’ Affairs Committees.

National Commander Jordan, as a duly authorized Delegate to this Convention from
the Department of New York, I move the adoption of this report and the adoption of the
Standing Rules of the Convention as they appear in the Uniform Code of Procedures for
Organizing National Conventions of The American Legion.
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Commander Jordan, as a duly authorized delegate to this Convention from th
Department of New York, I move the adoption of this report and the adoption of the
standing rules of the Convention as they appear in the Uniform Code of Procedures for
Organizing National Conventions of The American Legion.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: It's been moved. Seconded?

...The motion was seconded.

All in favor so indicate by the usual sign. Opposed? The Report of Legislation and
Rules is adopted.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: The chair recognizes George Boucek of
Hlinois, Chairman of the National Convention Committes on Finance for the purposes of
making his report.

Report: Convention Committee on Finance
George W, Boucek, Illinois, Chalrpan

Forty-two (42) members met at the New Orleans Hilton Riverside Hotel, Grand Salon
21, 1st Level, at 9:00 a.m., Sunday, September 6, 1998, New Orleans, Louisiana. Pavl M,
Allen (Minnesota), National Finance Director, opened the meeting as staff liaison and made
general announcements conceming convention activities. He then informed the committee
that nominations were in order for Chairman and Secretary, George W. Boucek (1Hlinois)
was elected Chairman and Kenneth D. Danilson {(fowa) was elected Secretary, both by
unanimous vote.

Before recognizing National Treasurer Webber LaGrange (Indiana) for his annual
report, Chairman Boucek informed the Conmittee that Treasurer LaGirange will be retiring
at the end of this convention. The committee expressed their appreciation to Treasurer
LaGrange for his over twenty (20) years of dedication and service to The American Legion.

Treasurer LaGrange then informed the committee that The American Legion is solid
financially and is being well managed. He made some financial comparison during his
tenure as Treasurer such as in 1977 national revenues were $15,800,000 and in 1997
$56,000,000, a 250% increase. Dues income in 1977 was $4,600,000 and in 1997
$17,000,000. Non-dues incore in 1977 was $11,000,000 and in 1997 $39,000,000, a 250%
increase.

The Paid-Up-For-Life trust was $636,000 in 1977 and $26,000,000 in 1997, 2 4000%
increase.

Treasurer LaGrange then recommended that National dues be set at $9.00. A motion
was made by Neil Boatwright (Georgia) that the 1999 per capita dues remain at $9.00.
Emmott Sharp (California) seconded the motion and it was adopted by unanimous vote.

The Chairman then recognized Dick McNally (Wisconsin), the newly appointed
Publisher/Bditor-in-Chief of The American Legion Magazine. Mr. McNally reported that the
Magazine is projecting an $832,000 surplus this year.

Mr, McNally reported that even though advertising revenues are down compared to
1997, he anticipates ending the year with advertising income of $8,533,000. The 5%
expected increase in paper costs did not materialize due to an oversupply, apparently
brought on by a weakness in the Asian and Buropean market.

Concerning postage prices, Mr. McNally reported that the Magazine had received a 1
to 2% increase in October the last two years and another increase is expected this October,
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i also appears that offective January 10, 1999, there will be an overall postage ncrsase of
6.

Mr. MeNally indicated that with prudent management the Magazine should have o
1899 surplus of approximately $900,000.

Chairman Boucek reported that the 1997 Georpe S. Olive & Co. certified annuai audit,
which was distributed ta each delegate phis published in the Convention program, shows
our total assets were a1 $101 million and our year-end surplus at $2,204,188.

~ Bill Goede (Minnesota) moved to empower the Chaimaan and Secretary to write and/or
anend the report on behalf of the Convention Cormmiitee of Finance. Tony Riley (Indiana)
secondod the motion, which was sdapted by unanimous vote.

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 9:30 am

Comrade Communder, 53 a duly authorized delegate to this convention { now make 2
motien that this report be accepted and approved. And, incidentally, you swst have muissed
2 point, there will be no dues increase,

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Do { hear 2 second?

... The motion was secondad,

AH those in favor indicate with the usual sign. Opposed? The Report of Finance is
adopted,

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: It wouldn't be fit for me to go out of office
without recognizing the next gentleman, He was mentioned in George's report, Webber
{.aGrange, please come forward. Over twenty yeurs, your National Treasurer has served this
great organization, He is & member of Post 205 In Franklin, Indiana. He has been 1 dedicated
servant fo The American Legion, 3 true friend, a friend of each and every oneof you and &
personal fiend of mine. As National Commander, [ wanted to recognize Webber LaGrange
before this 80tk Convention of The Amenican Logion. Webber, I wish you well, bit ‘em
straight.

NATIONAL TREASURER LAGRANGE: I'm afraid I wasn’t prepared for this. But
! deeply apprecivte having served this organization for twenty years. 1 know all of yon
started in & Legion Post s 1 did. | realized | could make a contribution, but never dreamed
that T would becorne & National Officer. But it was fun 1o be your treasurer and see the
advances that we have made in our management, how we brvest our money, and how we iry
to take care of this great country,

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Qur next guest is a special American. He is
a man who anderstands the fundamental values of our country, a man who has worked
tiretessty to hold that our nation’s Jeaders continue to see a vision for America anchored in
those values that have served us well for over 200 years. They are values such as respect,
leve of God, service i others. And, yes, protection of “Old Glory™ from disgusting cts of
desecration. He is the president of the Family Research Cauncil, directing the course of the
sro-family poticy and lobbying group in its nationvide efforts fo address family issues. This
man served as Assistant to President Reagan for Policy Development; Under Seeretary of
he U.S. Department of Education; and Chairman of Pregident Reagan's Special Working
Jroup on the Faeily. It is miy distinet pleasure once again to present o an American Legion
wdience & fine American, Gary Bauer,
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Address: Gary L. Baner, President
Family Research Councif

{ think they were just showing the ad that we have nmning here, in Louisiana this
week, in faver of the Flag Protection Amendment. We were teally pleased to be able 1o do
that. | appreciate the wenderful introduction this moming, R is a great honor to be abje to
stand at this podium in front of men and wornen like you. | spend much time in Washington,
D.C. I have to tell you that in the last year ali of the messages coming out of Washington,
D.C. seem to say that character doesn’t matter but you ere fiving proof that character does
matter.

§ wanted ta pome here today to spend some time with you, to talk to you about out
country. We all Jove America. That's the thing that brings us together, whether we're
Republicans or Democrats, liberals or conservatives, whatever we may de, we all love
Ametica. We are getting ready in about sbiteen months to begin a new century, a pew
millennium. The evidence is overwhelming that this new century is going to be a dangerous
time for our country. You can see the evidence everywhere. The unraveling of Russia, the
missile tests by North Korea a few days ago, countries like Jrag and Iran getting the bomb.
itis going to be a dangerous century for the United States and for freedom and for liberty.
And for us to get through that century, we’re going o need men and women like you again.

Before we go inte that new century, | want to take s few minutes with you to vemind
you about the century that we're leaving, the century, thét is being called “The Americin
Century”. There is one reason and one reason only that it’s being called “The American
Century” and that is becsuse men and women like you—Freedom’s Army-—made it
America’s Century. You made the sacrifices time and time again. Fwice you led the free
nations of the world to defeat the -isms of this century.

In World War Il there was Nazism What an unbelievable time that was. | was born as
that war was winding down, but my father served in the First Marine Corp Division in the
Scuth Pacific. Sometimes at night he would tell me unbelievable things that he saw, things
that hie had to do in service te his country. My father was a fough marine, his sickname was
‘Spike’. Yet every 4th of July, when the flag would go by, my father would get a tear in his
eye. On every 4th of July when the firecrackers were going off—of course as a kid } foved
that—he would jurap. It would remind him of the things that he saw, the things that he had
o do,

My mother sometimes would tell us what it was like to wake up and hear the news of
Pear] Harbor and reatize that the United States had been the victim of a surprise atiack, that
we contid Jose the war and lose our Hberty. But I read in Winston Churchill’s diary that he
had the soundest sleep of the war the night after the Pear} Harbor, because he knew that what
Pear! Harbor meant was that men and women like you—Freedom’s Ammy-—wonid come to
the front lines and that there was no way that Hitler and his fegions would prevail once you
were willing to make the sacrifices that you made. Churchill was right. He knew the
American people, the American race, he catied us, better than we knew ourselves.

Well, that war was no sooner over when men like you my father came home. You
wanted to begin your jobs and start your families but before you could do that, you were
salled to sacrifice again. This time in the great stare down with the Soviet Unien and with
Communist China that we called the Cold War. And once again, you stepped up and
defended liberty. You drew a line in the sand in Europe and in Asia and you said to the
Comenunists “this far and no further. We will make the sacrifices for liberty™ In the years



24

that followed, we did. We spent billions of dollars-of your meney for foreign aid and for the
weapons programs and 2l the things that had to be bought, but we did something more
importan, we sent you to places that sometimes seemed to be Godforssken, places Tke Pork
Thop Hill and Da Nang and Khe Sanh and, there, blood of our blood, Hesh of our flesh,
rany of you paid the ulfimate price for Hberty. You leR friends behind there, men-who gave
itall. And the history books will record that that was one of the most noble sacrifices that
has ever been made in the history of the world.

You changed history in this century. Not just because you had better planes and bigger
Bombs and better weapans than anybody else, you changed hisfory because you brought
with you an idex. Every place vou planted the flag, the world knew that you were planting
an ides, an ides of the founding fathers, the idea that alf men nre crented ¢qual, endowed by
their crentor with certain inglierable rights. That idea is transforming the warld, It is the
wentral ides of the American experience. You and 1 know that that idea that our founding
fathers put on the table was just not meant for Americans. Tt dots not say that all Americsns
are created equal. It doesn't say all Frenchmen o 21l Englishraen or «dl white men, it says
all maon, Trwas & universal viston and it has transformed the globe. That is why nine yesrs
ago, when the stadents in Tiananmen Square in China revolted agatnst their Commpeist
masters, they did not wave copics of “The Wisdow of Maa™ or the sayings of Confucius,
They waved copies of owr Deshiration of independence. They bullt papier mache models of
our Sigtue of Liberty. 1t was American vithues they were embracing. it was that founding
value that vou fought for fram one end of the globe to the other.

i read in a magazine many vears 420, fhat when the Communists thugs took power in
Cawbodia, one of the first things they did was round up anybody who wore glasees, ook
them away and sither killed or imprisoned them. Because, glasses mivant $hit vou were &
Teader, vou read books, and they were afraid that your mind had already been infocted with
thoge words “ail men are created equal™. There is not 2 tyrant in the world who will rest
easy, whether he's in Traq or ran, in Befjing or North Kores, in Bosoiz or Cuba, because his
people may have atready read those words, the words that you-~Freedom’s Army—carried,
from one end of the globe to the other,

Through the tentusies, armies have marched t‘ormnqwmthcy ve marched for monty,
they've marched for power, but yoru marched for Fberty fime and time again. You socupied
no nation. You brought freedon with you wherever you went. You adways made it possible
for peopte to have 2 better 1ife, t0 meke thelr own cheices gbout governing. You have been
Freedom’s Army and you march behind Old Gloty and that is why we must protect &

An American Congressman & few months ago told me an unbeliovable story, He said
that be was in one of those eastern Buropean countries that had heen saved from behingd the
Tron Curgain. He was there on the day they were fivst going 1o vole after decades of living
in slavery, Hundredds of thousands, millions of people showed up to vote that day, They
stood in Jong lines for the Kberty that we o often take for gmrs!ed When they voted, they
didn't go back home to watch television or 2o out on a plende, but they gathered in the
public square of the notion’s capitol in this country in sastern Burope. They stood theve for
hours, becanse they wanted 1o hear what the election results were. This Congressman
described the crowd to me, if you can fmagine it, on that day, hundreds of thousands of
people, and gusss what they were carrying in their hands? American flags. He said he wae
watching the crowd and suddenty from way in the back, hundreds of thousands of people
behind him, ko could hear them yelling something. He couldn®t quite make it aut, but the
yeding comtinued and it built up through the crowd, sweeping up to the front and finadly he
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heard what they were saying over and over and over again, “USA! USA! USA!”, And the
chant would die out at the front of the crowd and at the front they would pick it up again,
and that same chant would sweep back through the crowd over and over again. They weren’t
singing songs of their nation, they weren’t singing their national anthem, they were chanting
the name of your country. They knew we have been Freedom’s Army.

When you form a multi-national force under the United Nations flag, and you take
soldiers from every country with twenty different flags on their helmets, it’s the guy with
the American flag on his helmet that the bad guys shoot first. They know he represents
Freedom’s Army. Now, I don’t know what you all think about the United Nations. There’s
probably a dozen different opinions in this room, but let me tell you something that we
should agree on and it’s simply this: it isn’t the United Nations that’s guaranteed liberty in
this century, it’s not the United Nations that caused the dictators in the Middle East to step
down, it’s the American fleet standing off shore, it’s Freedom’s Army that makes the
difference.

I’m here to tell you that this American Century, with all that it’s meant, will amount
to nothing, if in the next century we forget what you have done and what America stands
for and what our values mean. The signs are everywhere, a Supreme Court that suddenly
finds a right to burn the flag in the United States Constitution. My friends, I’ve read that
Constitution and time and time again there is nothing in it that should permit the most sacred
symbol of our country to be desecrated and burned. If the leamed men of the Supreme Court
don’t understand that, they understand nothing. The signs are everywhere, a major American
television network that ran a story a few weeks ago suggesting that American soldiers used
nerve gas on fellow American soldiers in Vietnam. I heard that story and I knew in my gut
it had to be a lie. You knew it had to be a lie. Only in the precincts of the media at that
particular network could they believe such a terrible thing about America. They ought to be
ashamed of themselves.

There are other signs. I think one of the most worrisome is that our children and
grandchildren are not being taught what you did, the sacrifices you made. They’re not being
taught why America was called by the founding fathers “a shining city upon a hill”. The
bureaucrats in Washington a year or so ago decided they were going to come up with history
standards, things that every American child ought to know about. Well, leave it to
Washington to mess it up. They came up with thousands of pages of all kinds of stuff about
Madonna and the pop culture and about the Ku Klux Klan and every mistake America has
ever made. Not one word about The American Legion, or the VFW or Patrick Henry or the
Wright Brothers or the first Constitutional Convention. The bureaucrats in Washington
couldn’t even get that right.

When I was Under-Secretary of Education, under President Ronald Reagan, 1 was able
to do a lot of things during those years. And I found out about what our children are not
being taught. You can go outside of Washington, D.C. to Antietam, Maryland, a couple of
hours drive and climb up on a hillside next to the whitewash Dunkard Church. Then you can
look down on the field below where sons of the North met sons of the South, fighting, both
of them, for what they thought was a great cause. Before the sun went down that night, many
years ago, the bloodiest day in American history took place, thousands were lying dead or
dying on that battlefield. Our children don’t know about Antietam. In fact, we discovered
that one-half of our children could not place the American Civil War in the correct half-
century. Unbelievable! Every one of our children ought to be taught who said “Give me
liberty or give me death,” and who said “I regret I have but one life to give for my country.”
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They ought to know what happened at Concord Bridge and on the beaches of Normandy and
how their liberty was bom and nurtured in those places. They ought to know what
Constitution Hall looks like, what good music sounds like, what the lady in New York
Harbor stands for, why there was a Berlin Wall and what the forces were that brought that
wall down. They ought to be taught why grown men cry when Old Glory walks by. In short,
they need to be taught to love the things we love and to honor the things we honor and
nothing less than that will do.

In Washington, D.C. there are many wonderful monuments. I’m sure you’ve seen them
all. The Lincoln Memorial, the Jefferson Memorial, the Washington Monument, they are all
incredible places. Each of them remind us about something in our past. But there’s one place
that has become the shrine to American liberty. How ironic it would be the Vietnam War
Memorial, the war that divided us the most. That place is a special place, an unbelievable
place. If you’ve been there, you know that’s true. When I left Washington, D.C. this
morning I know what was happening at the Vietnam Memorial, the same thing that happens
every moming. Men and women, like you, rich, poor, middle class, white, black, it doesn't
matter, come to that memorial every morning and leave mementoes at the base of it. They
leave maybe a tear stained handkerchief, maybe a single rose or perhaps a family Bible with
the names of those who went before written in the cover. Every morning little American
flags lean against that memorial. Every night, when the sun goes down, the park police
collect it all and lovingly store it away. The next day, rain or shine, that process will begin
all over again. Presidents come and go, Supreme Court Justices come and go, Speakers of
the House come and go, but those things at the base of the Vietnam Memorial are the
permanent things of family, faith and freedom. Those were the things you fought for. Those
were the things you believed in. Those were the only things that can take America into the
next century.

I.am going to go back to Washington D.C. and, with you, I am going te fight for those
things. I am going to defend those things. And, with you, 1 am going to teach our children
and grandchildren to stand for those things. I am convinced that if , together, we do that,
then a year from now; and five years from now, and a hundred years from now the world
will be able to say, because of Freedom’s Ammy, this great country is still a shining city upon
a hill. Never give up.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Our next speaker heads the world’s largest
patriotic women’s service organization. During her 43 years of service in The American
Legion Auxiliary, she served in various leadership roles at both the national, state and local
levels. Nationally, she has served on 10 national committees including Education, National
Security, Children and Youth, and Veterans Affairs and Rehabilitation, a lady that 've
always called a professional. She and her husband, Jerry, have become very close friends
of Claudette and I. It’s my pleasure to introduce to you from Stevens Point, Wisconsin, the
National President of The American Legion Auxiliary, Mrs. Barbara Kranig.

Mrs. Barbara Krapig, Wisconsin, National President
The American Legion Auxiliary

It is a pleasure to greet you this moming on behalf of the nearly one million members
»f the American Legion Auxiliary in the storied city of New Orleans. This year, the
Smerican Legion Auxiliary has emphasized service to families. We have donated $5.25
nillion dollars to children and youth projects this year with special concern for foster
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children, children with family abuse and violence, donations to Spinoza Buddy Bear for
Children facing trauma. Members gave more than $1.5 million dollars through family
enhancement in their communities in the community service program. We raised awareness
of hunger in America and over $30,000 to help combat it through the Taste of the NFL, the
National President’s special project. We assisted veterans through the Veterans Affairs and
Rehabilitation Program to the tune of 5.7 million dollars. And we worked as a team with The
American Legion. A woman to woman project was initiated to try to persuade four woman
senators to join in support of the flag amendment. We are continuing our efforts in that
project. The members enthusiastically joined The American Legion to raise money and to
work for phone banks for The Children’s Miracle Network. And we have continued with all
of the traditional programs as well.

It was a further delight to travel with the National Commander and his wife to the Far
East to pay respect to allies and friends, to visit troops, and to experience first hand the
isolation, the loneliness that separation from family and loved ones brings. We visited
American cemeteries abroad and from Flanders Field, where 368 bodies lie, to St. Avold,
where more than 11,000 are buried to Fort Bonifacio in the Pacific, where more than 17,000
Americans lay at rest. We gained new appreciation for the high price that this country has
paid for freedom.

It has been a joy and an honor to serve with Tony Jordan, an outstanding patriot and
Commander. Commander, I wish for you a most successful Convention and when it’s all
over, a most productive and happy retirement.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: We’re a great team. We went to the Far East
traveled many miles together for you and The American Legion Auxiliary.

The next guest is no stranger to an American Legion National Convention—or any
other Legion event. And when it comes to values and protecting the American flag from the
acts of physical desecration he is what I call a committed citizen. He is a U.S. Army veteran
who earned many decorations during his 34 years on active duty, among them the Medal of
Honor for a series of missions in Viethnam. He also received the nation’s second highest
award, the Distinguished Service Cross. Today, he is still serving our great nation as the
Chairman of the Board of the Citizens Flag Alliance. Please welcome a member of Post 800
in Idyllwild, California, retired Major General Patrick Brady.

Special Report: Citizens Flag Alliance, Inc.
Major General Patrick H. Brady (USA Ret.)
Chairman of the Board

It’s always such a great pleasure for me to be with you, with all the great veterans out
here and I have some special people with me here today whom [ know you’re going to want
to meet. I recently went to see the movie Saving Private Ryan. 1 think the greatest lesson in
the movie may have been lost in the blood and the gore. Not only was it about exceptional
leadership that we saw in World War II, but it was about purpose, the purpose of the
sacrifices of all our veterans, especially the World War I veteran. He’s a great hero in my
life. The veterans of Vietnam are my brothers, but the great heroes were those guys from
World War II who gave us, really, all that we have today. But the simple, haunting burning
question that Private Ryan had was whether or not he was worthy of the sacrifices of those
who saved him. His great hope was that he was a good man, that he had lived a good life,
that he was worth their sacrifices. I think we should all ask ourselves the Private Ryan
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question. Are we the kind of people the veterans, not only of World War 11, but of all our
wars, gave so much of body and soul for? Is this the America of their dreams and aspirations
of all that blood and gore? Are we worth it? The quest for the flag is a search in part for the
answer to Private Ryan’s question.

I know that in the midst of a devaluing of America and of patriotism that the one issue
which would hurt the most which would turn over Private Ryan’s saviors in their graves is
to see that it is legal to desecrate the flag for which they fought, America’s only family
portrait. It’s the sacred shroud that embraced their coffins. It was the tissue for the tears of
their loved ones. They would be outraged by a Supreme Court which took away our
freedoms to protect their flag. The Justices did it in the same year that veterans efforts
brought down the Berlin Wall and won freedom for so many. They would be horrified to
hear those elitists in this country say they died on the battlefields of America so that their
flag could be bumned on the street corners of America. It’s not the elitists in the media who
gave us freedom of the press, our patriots did. It’s not the courts or the ACLU who gave us
freedom of speech, our veterans did. It’s not the radical demonstrators burning our flag who
contribute to peace, it’s the men and women who served under that flag, who respect the
values it embodied who are the real peace demonstrators in our society. If Private Ryan’s
saviors, those who saved all our freedoms, could come back, they would be in the front lines
fighting to recapture our flag.

1 have with us today five who did come back from the great wars of this century. Two
from Private Ryan’s war. They are in the front lines fighting to récapture Old Glory. They
represent the Army, the Navy, and the Marines. These five men wear the Medal of Honor.
They trace their roots to Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War. They cover the full spectrum
of the American experience, every aspect of our culture. Their names are on rolls that will
ever be a part of American history. I'm going to tell you their story. And then they will tell
you, in their own words, what the flag means to them.

In June of 1944, near Goville, France, this man under intense hostile fire led his men
against heavily defended enemy strongholds. In the first attack, he killed four of the enemy
in direct confrontation. He then singlehandedly took out an enemy machine gun crew. Next,
he attacked two mortar sections, killing three enemy and routing the rest. Then, he
personally knocked out another enemy machine gun. The next day, deep in enemy held
territory, he found himself and his men surrounded and-was ordered to withdraw. He
wouldn't do it. He stood alone, held off the enemy while his men escaped to safety. He was
wounded in that action, but he still managed to carry a wounded automatic rifleman to
safety. He then went back and got the automatic weapon—and I question that! Because the
battle continued to rage, he refused evacuation, had his wound treated and stayed with his
men. I reported to you last year that we had managed to put into the hands of President
Clinton a copy of our resource book. This is the man who put it there. Walter Ehlers, World
War IL

. MR. EHLERS: All of the cops in the country know why I went back for that automatic
rifle.-More fire power. If there is a day that changed the rest of my life, it was the day that
1 had to get my mother’s signature and dad’s signature on my army enlistment papers. My
dad said he would sign and my mother said she would sign on one condition, if I promised
to be a Christian soldier. I told her I'd do my best. It was not easy to be a Christian soldier.
There were many times and many temptations and every time I was tempted, I could see the
tears in my mother’s eyes and [ was not about to cause her any disappointment.
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I was born in Kansas, raised on a farm. The first nine years of my life were great. Then
came the Great Depression and the worst drought of the century in the Midwest, in 1935 the
worst flood. We were able to survive but it wasn’t easy. My dad and mother worked hard
and set a good example for family life. I joined the Army on October 4, 1940. I went to Fort
Ord and on the day war was declared, December 7, 1941, I was on Mount Rainier in
‘Washington State. I was about 8,000 feet altitude, strapping on a pair of skis and I had never
been on skis before. I hadn’t been on a hill over 200 feet high. When the radio at the ski
shack announced the bombing of Japan, followed up with the announcement that all
servicemen were to return to their units imrnediately, it probably saved my life. I never went
down that mountain and I shudder to think what might have happened if I had.

In October, 1942, we set sail for our overseas destination. We were briefed about our
landing objectives and it was to be in French Morocco, North Africa. If I hadn’t been so
seasick, I would probably have been scared but it didn’t take the seasickness long to wear
off. The casualties on the beach and the strafing soon gave me much more to worry about.
I'was transferred to the First Infantry Division. My brother and I were in the same company.
We fought through Africa and Sicily. My brother was wounded in Sicily and sent to a
hospital in Africa. I finished up in Sicily and we were sent to England. We trained
constantly until we boarded ships for the Normandy invasion. My brother had returned from
the hospital in Africa and the embarkation was the last time that I saw him. He was killed
on D-Day, landing on Omaha Beach.

I went on to receive several decorations including three Purple Hearts and the Medal
of Honor. I am a survivor. My brother and many of my close friends paid the supreme
sacrifice. Because of them, hundreds of thousands of them, you and [ are here today. What
I have written about is typical of the World War II veteran. He knows why he was going to
war. Many veterans who have gone to later wars have not been so sure of the reason of their
being there. We, the people, are the government and it is our duty to make sure we are not
wasting lives and becoming involved in military actions that cannot be resolved or come to
an honorable conclusion. We do not work for the Congress or the administration, they work
for us. We live in the greatest country in the world. After all I have seen of the world, I
would not trade any of our states for you. Our country is unique. We have all colors, races,
nationalities and ethnic groups. We have the greatest freedom of any country in the world.
We have problems but all nations do. However, we have many more good things in this
country than bad. One of the unfortunate things is that there is so much crime reporting on
the television and other news media that we very seldom hear about the good things.

But wherever Americans go, we can be proud of our heritage. Our flag, the red, white
and blue is the most respected emblem in the world. 1 am a strong supporter of a
Constitutional Amendment to protect that flag. I believe that the flag did change me. I have
come to have more respect for our country and realize that we have the best of everything:
people, government, freedom and opportunity. And Old Glory is a symbol of all those things
and God help the guy that tried to burn the flag that covered my brother’s coffin.

GENERAL BRADY: Now, we go from the European theater to the Pacific. This man
was severely wounded in heavy action in the most violent battle in Marine Corps history on
Iwo Jima. Despite his wounds he refused evacuation and remained on the battlefield
continually advancing forward on the front lines under withering enemy fire to treat and
carry wounded marines back to safety. After he had cared for the battlefield wounded of his
own unit, he turned to an adjacent unit and rescued 14 casualties there, many of whom
would have died without his help. He then returned to his own unit and was wounded a



30

second time. Refusing evacuation, he moved across 600 yards of open terrain, again under
intense enemy fire to rescue many wounded comrades. During this action, he was wounded
a third time. And he could not walk, so guess what? He crawled 50 yards to care for yet
another wounded marine. His heroism was inspirational to his fellow warriors and
contributed immeasurably to their victory. Let me present George Wahlen, World War II,
Iwo Jima.

MR. WAHLEN: The Stars and Stripes of our nation’s flag is to me a symbol of our
nation’s values. It represents our loyalty, patriotism and our love of country. It reminds me
of the great patriots of our past. Nathan Hale’s statement “I regret that I have but one life to
give for my country.” Or Patrick Henry’s immortal quote, “Give me liberty or give me
death” are two examples of such patriotism. In my front yard stands a flag pole at the top
of which waves the American flag. Often when I tum onto my street and see that flag in the
light of the day or illuminated by spotlight at night, I am reminded of the sacrifices of many
servicemen who preserved our freedoms. Especially I remember the brave men who were
wounded or gave their lives on a little volcanic island in the Pacific where I served. |
proudly witnessed the raising of the American flag in the top of Mount Suribachi on Iwo
Jima from a distance and recognize those marines and navy corpsmen who participated in
doing so, as great patriots, as many of our service men and women have been. I realize how
blessed and proud I am to be an American and to have raised a family in the freedom of this
great country. The flag in my mind is a sacred emblem of our country’s greatness and is
deserving of respect and protection above all the monuments in this great country.

GENERAL BRADY: Now we go from World War II to Korea. In the bitter cold of
Korea, our next recipient skillfully led his battalion in a daring attack on the enemy. Purpose
to relieve a surrounded and badly outnumbered rifle company and secure a strategic
mountain pass that was vital for the safe deployment of two marine regiments. During the
initial attack, he personally led his men up the ice covered mountain slopes to engage the
enemy in hand to hand combat. He then continued the attack over three more ridges covered
in deep snow to within 1500 meters of the rifle company. Although wounded by shell
fragments, his clothing pierced by enemy bullets, he led his men once again to the objective,
rescuing the rifle company. Then he held the pass while the two regiments deployed to
safety. During this entire period of intense combat, his unit suffered many, many casualties.
But he never left one single patient behind. He carried every single wounded with him to
eventual safety. This man is perhaps the greatest living hero of the Korean War, not just
because of his actions on the battlefield but because his efforts were instrumental in erecting
the memorial to remember the great warriors of that forgotten war. This is General Ray
Davis of World War II, of Korea, and of Vietnam, retired as a four star general and Assistant
Commandant of the Marine Corps.

GENERAL DAVIS: Certainly one of the most generous groups I've had the privilege
of speaking to, but as an aside, I can’t see back there, but I know somewhere there’s a gang
of fellow Legion members from Georgia. Could they hear a shout from you?

The true wonder of Old Glory is the inspiration it has provided for all the patriots in
our history. Respect for the flag has inspired throughout our history, the values that our
veterans fought for, values that make us the most respected nation on earth, values vital to
the inspiration of our children. They are values that will insure that the sacrifices necessary
to our future will be made. When I think of the flag, I recall all those legions of young
Americans who stood tall when their flag was near and gave their lives to defend the values
it embodies. Recall Fort McHenry in 1814, our gallant defenders withstood 25 hours of
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»ornparament 1rom the enemy ships and then repelled a landing force as they refused to
ower our great flag. That flag inspired our national anthem, the only flag in the world for
uch purpose or for that matter a flag code and a flag day. You cannot deface any national,
nonument which symbolizes a great person or event in our history. Yet you can deface the
reatest national symbol, Old Glory, which symbolizes all the great people and events of our
ation’s history. The time has come for Americans to stand up for the symbol that stands for
il we are. Significant to me is the fact that in these days of trouble, when our nation seems
> be on a downward slide internally, we would attack the very symbol which could lead us
) victory.

GENERAL BRADY': The next soldier, from my home state, was in a bunker with three
fhis fellow soldiers when 2 company of North Vietnamese sappers attacked. At the onset
f the attack, he saw three explosive charges which had been thrown into his bunker.
«ealizing the danger to his comrades, complete disregard for his own safety, he hurled two
fthe charges out of the bunker. He then threw his flak vest and himself over the remaining
harge. By his courageous act, he absorbed the blast and shielded his fellow soldiers.
Ithough suffering from serious multiple wounds and partial loss of his sight, he charged
ut of the bunker and engaged the enemy in hand to hand combat until his rifle was
amaged by the blast of an enemy hand grenade. While in search of another weapon, he
wcountered and overcame additional enemy sappers in hand to hand combat. Having
stained another weapon, he returned to his original fighting position and inflicted
iditional casualties on the attacking enemy. Although seriously wounded, he refused
edical evacuation, preferring to remain at his post. His extraordinary heroism and action

the risk of his life, caused the successful defense of his position and saved the lives of
any of his fellow soldiers. Michael John Fitzmorris of South Dakota, born in North
akota, two key CFA states.

MR. FITZMORRIS: It’s good to see South Dakota right up here in the front. Recently,
vent to a friend’s wake. There on his casket in front of the church for everyone to see was
1eatly folded American flag, given to the family from a grateful nation. Ray was a veteran
d served his nation honorably. That flag was the inspiration for sacrifices, the symbol of
lues he fought for. It will be treasured by Ray’s family forever. I couldn’t help but think
»uld the flag mean as much te the family of the deceased veteran or any American if we
ntinue to allow people to burn it, spit on it, do whatever else they do in the name of free
eech? If we don’t do something soon, the day will come when the flag will just be a rag
- all Americans as it is today for those who say we should be able to burn it. Our flag has

other character than that which we give it. It represents our own character, the kind of
ople we are. What kind of people would allow the symbol of their character to be defiled?
:a veteran, | am sick of it and feel that the flag should be protected for future generations.

GENERAL BRADY: This next marine led his company against the heavily fortified
lage of Dai Do in Vietnam, which had been seized by the enemy on the preceding
:ning, isolating a marine company from the remainder of their battalion. Ignoring hostile
nds impacting near him, he fearlessly led his men in a savage assault against enemy
placements within the village. Although twice painfully wounded by grenade fragments,

ich will give you an idea how close the enemy was, he refused medical treatment and
irageously maneuvered his men in the destruction of over 100 mutually supporting
1kers. He drove the remaining enemy from their position and relieved the stranded
npany. As the two companies consolidated on the adjacent village of Dinh To, they were
ted by a furious counterattack of an enemy battalion. Swiftly assessing the situation,
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lisregarding the heavy volume of fire, he boldly maneuvered the remaining men of his
company forward, joined forces with the heavily engaged marine and halted the enemy’s
ounterattack. Wounded yet a third time, and unable to walk, he steadfastly remained in the
Jangerously exposed area, deploying his men to more tenable position and supervising the
evacuation of casualties. Only when assured of the safety of his men did he aliow himself
to be evacuated. We-have General James Livingston, New Orleans.

GENERAL LIVINGSTON: I must tell you, first of all, ] was born in Georgia but I now
live in the great city of New Orleans in the great state of Louisiana. So, welcome to
Louisiana and I hope you have a great stay in this great city.

Senator Geldwater said, “We cannot allow the American flag to be shot at anywhere
on earth if we are fo retain our respect and prestige”. We certainly should not allow it to be
shot at here at home. The flag, our flag, is that one symbol which represents to the world the
commitment of our great country to freedom. When our flag is present, people throughout
the world, both friends and foes, recognize this flag may have been tamished at times in our
history, but even tarnished it represents a people, a people who will not compromise under
any circumstance. Americans have never waved a white flag but we will wave the red white
and blue flag until the Congress returns to us the right to protect the greatest symbol of
freedom on this planet. Old Glory ignited a fire in the hearts of our patriots. Burning the flag
will help put that fire out. Today, veterans, friends of veterans, let us stand together and send
amessage. It is time to fix this problem! It is time to quit making excuses! And let’s insure
that those who have defended the flag in combat, don’t have to defend the flag, our flag, on
the streets of this great homeland! ‘

GENERAL BRADY: These military men know that military weakness will guarantee
war and it will guarantee defeat. Moral weakness will guarantee the defeat of democracy.
Burning the American flag is a sign of moral weakness in an individual. To legalize the
burning of the American flag is the sign of moral weakness in America. When we have lost
the symbol of our liberty, how long will it be before we lose the substance of our liberty?

There’s a doctrine on grace and it teaches that there’s a treasure chest and it’s filled
with grace. It was filled by the sacrifices of Jesus and the Saints and it’s available to all of
us to help us in our struggles with life. We can all draw from the treasure chest of grace
through no particular merits of our own but simply because of God’s love for us. Our
freedom is like grace, a treasure chest. It was filled by the sacrifices of our great heroes and
patriots, by our veterans, by our POWs, by our MIAs, by the saviors of Private Ryan. We
all draw from the treasure chest of freedom, often through no particular merits of our own,
but simply because of their love for us. The chest of grace is inexhaustible because it comes
from God. Not so the chest of freedom, it must continuously be replenished by our
sacrifices, by growing and nurturing patriots who are the source of all our freedom.
Remembrance is precious, but it’s what we resolve to do about those remembrances that is
priceless. It’s what we do that replenishes the chest of freedom. I don’t think there’s
anything that we can do to show our resolve to preserve what they died for more so than by
flying our flag.

So, I ask you, in closing, to fly your flag. Fly Old Glory from your houses, from your
businesses, from your schools, and fly it next to the crosses or the sacred symbols in your
churches. Both remind us of salvation, one of our soul and the other of our freedom. Captain
Miller’s last words to Private Ryan, his very death rattle, was simply, “Earn this”. Our flag
wasn’t earned to be burned. 1 said that our quest for the flag was a search for the answer to
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Private Ryan’s question. Part of the answer will be: when the Senate returns to the people
the right to protect our flag. And I hope that you will all write to your senators.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: I would like each and every one of you to
render the proper respect to these distinct gentiemen who served their country in need. We
have been very fortunate to have them with us here.

There’s no one person at this convention who does not know of The American
Legion’s steadfast and untiring efforts to see that the American flag is protected from
desecration. Going on nine years since the stunning Supreme Court decision, Legionnaires
have reaffirmed their commitment for a Constitutional Amendment to protect Old Glory at
each National Convention. The support for the amendment is broad-based. Now it is a very
special honor and a distinct pleasure for me to present to the delegates of this convention,
a man of God and a true friend of The American Legion, but most of all of the American
flag. I first met him three months ago in Tulsa, Oklahoma. I was so impressed and inspired
by his message. I am so very pleased that he is able to be here with us this morning through
his busy schedule as he hails from this city where he teaches the word of God at the Greater
St. Stephen Missionary Baptist Church. Welcome Bishop Paul S. Morton, Sr.

Address: Bishop Paul S. Morton, Sr.
Full Gospel Baptist Church Fellowship
New Orleans, Louisiana

This is a great honor for me to share with you today in this great 80th Annual
Convention of The American Legion. I'm excited about being here. I really am because I
admire what you are doing. I enjoyed meeting your National Commander three months ago.
I was so impressed with him that I wanted him to come and preach at our church. Heisa
great, gifted man and I thank God for him.

I’m glad to be a part of this great day because I believe that we must take pride in what
is uniquely ours. I believe that when we look at our flag that represents the symbol of truth
that is so necessary for us today to understand who we really are, what we are all about. So,
to me, that is important, the symbol of truth. The Bible says “Know the truth. The truth will
make you free.” Once you really understand what freedom is all about, you realize that you
have to be hooked to something in order to be free. If you’re not hooked to anything, you’re
not really free. [ know that there are people that say “just let me do what I want to do, let me
say what I want to say”, but it’s just like allowing someone in an automobile who says “I
just want to drive like I want to drive, if I want to drive 200 miles an hour, let me drive 200
miles an hour, it’s my car, it’s my life.” But if that person does that, he is going to end up
around a tree, he is going to end up around something, he is going to lose his life because
he thinks that’s what freedom is all about. But, no, freedom lets you know that you must be
hooked to something. And I’m thankful in America that I’'m hooked to the flag. We cannot
allow the evil powers of this world to dictate to us that this freedom that has been given to
us by those that gave their life, who gave their blood for our freedom, we cannot allow
anyone to trample upon that. I want to thank you for standing up. I thank God for Americans
who are standing up, who appreciate what is happening as it relates to the flag.

The Bible, in Isaiah 1:17 says “Learn to do well”. You don’t have to learn to do bad.
That’s just going to come automatically! Nobody has to teach you how to do bad things. It’s
just there. It’s just in you. But it takes a certain kind of discipline to do well. There are three
major ingredients, if you’re going to do well, and if we’re going to teach others to do well.
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First of all, there has to be a pattern. There has to be a role model. There has to be something
that we can look at, something that we believe in, to say this is the role model, this is the
pattern. I thank God that here in America that our flag is a great pattern, it’s a great symbol.
It lets us know who we are. We have to teach our young people: “yes, we respect our
pattern” because if we don’t have a pattern, then we destroy our future. And we cannot
afford to destroy our future.

The second key that is very important is the fact that if we’re going to learn to do well,
then there must be a power greater than us. I believe that there is a power greater than I am
that allows me to respect God. And when I respect God, I respect myself. And then when
I respect myself, I respect others. And when I respect God, when I respect myself, when I
respect others, then I’m going to respect my flag. So, we have to teach people to store up the
power that is within them. To understand “look what we have, how great it is”. We cannot
allow it to be destroyed. Because this power within us lets us know that we must respect
those things that are good for us, the things that are right, the things that are pure, the things
that hold value and certainly all they have gone through.

I look around at this great gathering, at this great Convention, and think what many
people have gone through so that we could have the right to raise our flag. One song writer
said “ the greatest love of all, it’s inside of me”. That’s where the greatest love is, that’s
where the greatest power is. It’s inside of me. And that song goes on to say “I decided long
ago never to walk in anyone’s shadow”. I’ll walk in somebody’s sunshine but not in their
shadow. Because a shadow represents darkness. A shadow represents something that is not
real. In fact, a shadow can scare you. So, I don’t want to walk in a shadow, but I want to
look at lives that are full of sunshine, people that have accomplished things in their lives.
Because if I fail or if I succeed, one thing that you cannot take, you cannot take this dignity
away from me, because the greatest love of all is inside of me. But I have to know who I am
in order to understand that. And it’s unfortunate that there are some people who don’t know
who they are. And I pray to God that Senators, I pray to God that Representatives know who
they are because you have to know who you are. And if you’re going to represent America,
then we have to understand how important it is.

Finally, if I am going to learn to do well, I must practice. In other words, I must do
well. That’s why I’m here today, because I’'m excited about what you are doing. You’re not
laying in the background and keeping your mouth closed as it relates to the flag. “Well, let’s
forget about it. It doesn’t seem like people want to do anything about it. They seem quiet
about it.” But you have an army that is so strong and you better believe you’ve got some
people out there who believe just like you believe. And I'm one who believes just like you
believe. And that’s why we have to stand strong. Whenever you feel like you’re going to get
discouraged and about to give up, you take strength today and you hold on and you hold
out. The race is not given to the swift nor the battle to the strong. It’s given to the one who
endures to the end. I believe today that here at The American Legion Convention that you’re
going to endure to the end. We’re going to stand here because we’re going to win this battle.
We’re not going to lose because this flag is our flag.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: A few weeks ago, I sent a letter to every
American Legion Post, to the Post Commander, asking them to take part in a project we
called “One Million Post Cards to Victory”. I asked them to get hundreds of post cards in
support for the flag amendment, fill them out and mail them to their senators, and then report
to me here at the Convention the number mailed. Our goal is to send one post card to the
Senate for every man and woman who has died in defense of our great country since 1776.
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One million post cards represents a million people who died serving under the greatest
banner of freedom this world has ever known.

This morning, I was sitting in my office and at 7:45 a.m., the first report came in from
Post 273 in Grand Marsh, Wisconsin, a small town, less than 300 people. Grand Marsh is
a small number but big in support of the flag. Commander Bernie Polezynski told me his 28
member post has mailed 95 post cards to Senator Feingold and he said that they are not done
yet. Even though they got all the adults in Grand Marsh, they are ready to spread out to the
surrounding towns and villages. The calls are coming in from all over this great nation of
ours. I know that you’li want to give your big round of applause to Commander Bernie and
Post 273 for being the first in the nation to report its one million post cards to victory. Make
sure post reports are in. Ask your Commander to call the Commander center here at New
Orleans, 1-888-801-3506. Let me know how many post cards you’ve mailed in Project One
Million Post Cards to Victory.

Our next speaker is the Pentagon’s coordinator of activities related to investigating the
nature and causes of Gulf War illness. He has worked with The American Legion’s Persian
Gulf Initiative, communicating the findings of his investigation directly to veterans. He’s
an economist, who holds a bachelor’s degree in economics and education from New York
University, as well as master’s and doctorate degrees in economics from Syracuse
University. He has worked with and within the Department of Defense for most of his
distinguished career. Welcome the Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Defense for Guif
War Illnesses, Dr. Bernard Rostker.

Address: Dr. Bernard Rostker
Special Assistant for Gulf War Ilinesses
Department of Defense

Last March at our Washington Confererice, I spoke to you about a very important topic,
the health of the men and women who protected us all by their service in the armed forces.
My remarks centered around the question: could the unexplained illnesses affecting many
of those who served in the Gulf be the result of exposure to depleted uranium or DU? I told
you then that the best answer I could give you was based on three things. Testing conducted
prior to fielding depleted uranium, testing after the war of the environment on the
battlefields of Kuwait, and medical research and monitoring conducted after the war of those
we know who have injuries. The best current information suggests that the actual exposure
to depleted uranium during the Gulf War was not medically significant. Another
interpretation of this statement was suggested in a recent letter to me by The American
Legion’s Persian Gulf Task Force. And let me quote that letter. “The American Legion is
waiting the completion of the ongoing research agenda before it will concur with definitive
statements regarding the cause of Gulf War lilnesses. We, The American Legion,
acknowledge, however, that the available scientific evidence weighs against DU as a likely
risk factor for Gulf War Illnesses.” I certainly concur in the position of The American
Legion, both that research should go on and what available scientific evidence is telling us.

Today, I would like to clear up any misconceptions concerning what I meant when I
said that exposure to DU was not medically significant and what medical science has been
telling us. But before that, I'd like to reiterate another conclusion I spoke about in
Washington, namely, that the use of DU during the Gulf War undoubtedly saved thousands
of American lives. As I noted in March, the soldiers on the battlefield who should have been
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most concerned about depleted uranium during the Gulf War were the Iraqi soldiers, not
because it might result in a long term illness, but because their tanks and army personnel
carriers provided them no protection from our DU munitions. DU rounds ripped through
their tanks and guns like a hot knife through butter, and totally, and I mean totally, protected
American troops that were shielded with depleted uranium armor. There was no incidence
in which DU armor on any of our tanks was breached by Iraqi shells. DU did have an effect
on the battlefield. Just ask any American tanker if he would want to face the Republican
Guard in battle without every advantage we can provide him, including DU shielding and
DU sabot rounds.

For the past several months, it has become clear that there remains confusion about
several issues concerning depleted uranium exposure and dose. There are two points that I
want to make clear that may help to address this confusion. First, in assessing DU, it is
important to understand the distinction that medical toxicologists and environmental health
experts make concerning the concepts of exposure and dose. Or, as medical science has long
known, the dose makes the poison. Second, I’d like to share with you the overwhelming
consensus concerning DU by the medical review groups that have been looking into this
issue for a number of years. '

First, what is meant by exposure and dose and why are these concepts important? My
office recently published our first environmental exposure report on depleted uranium in the
Gulf. This report is available by calling my office at 800-497-6261 or over the Internet. Also
our booth is set up at the Sheraton Hotel for this Convention. In the report, we estimate the
health risk from depleted uranium by using a health risk assessment methodology modeled
on one developed by the National Academy of Sciences. It consists of four steps.

*  Hazard identification or exposure

e  Toxicity assessment

¢ Dose assessment

¢  Risk characterization

Clearly, just because a person may have been exposed to a substance does not mean he
or she received a dose that will prove to adversely affect their health. A dose is measured in
terms of quantity, frequency and length of exposure. Not all doses are medically significant.
We need to know the dose and toxicity of the substance to determine if exposure or dose
presents a medical risk. )

By way of comparison, let me use lead as an example. Many of you know that we are
completely remodeling the Pentagon. One of the first tasks is to identify lead paint before
it’s removed. If, during a visit to the Pentagon, you were briefly exposed to dust from lead
paint being removed, you would not immediately assume that you were going to have lead
poisoning. It all depends on the quantity, frequency and length of exposure or the dose you
would receive over time. Nevertheless, we insist on strict environmental limits to lead
exposure and dosage. The concept is called ‘ALARA’. It stands for ‘as low as reasonably
achievable’. Much is the same for Depleted Uranium. And here’s what we know about DU.

First in terms of hazard identification, we group the exposures during and after the Guif
War into three levels based on the activity of the soldiers involved and the resulting potentiat
for direct contact with depleted uranium dust. These three levels provide a prioritization
approach and I'll describe that in a moment.

Second, in terms of dose assessment, the U.S. Army Center for Health Promotion and
Preventive Medicine, CHPPM, has reviewed existing test data on depleted uranium exposure
to develop dose estimates for the highest level of exposure. To estimate the intake that
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amount of DU taken into the body by inhalation, CHPPM developed a worst case estimate,
which is twice as large as any known exposure in the Gulf. The worst case, as it turns out,
provides a dose that is the same as living in the United States for three years and importantly
is less than one-fifth the annual dose limits allowed by the nuclear regulatory commission
for industrial workers. Most medical experts agree that DU heavy metal toxicity is the
primary health concern, not DU’s radiological hazard.

And this leads us to the next topic, toxicity assessment and risk characterization. Work
continues on two fronts. Several organizations have reviewed the existing medical literature
on depleted -uranium and a much more voluminous literature on natural uranium. In addition,
the VA has been monitoring of 33 soldiers who were the most exposed to DU. Here is a
sample of what these various reviews have been telling us. First, from the VA in their 1997
Annual Report to Congress published last March, “preliminary results from clinical follow-
up studies at the VA in Baltimore of 33 Gulf War with embedded DU fragments show
neither evidence of renal damage nor any other long term consequences to date”. This
clinical study complements two important animal toxicological studies conducted by the
Armed Forces Radio-biological Research Institute that examined cancer and non-cancer
endpoints in laboratory animals with embedded DU. And I should say only 16 soldiers
during the Gulf War received wounds with embedded DU. From the National Institute of
Health published in 1994 in The Journal of the American Medical Association, “the
symptoms reported among the Persian Guif veterans do not appear to be related to heavy
metal uranium.” From the President’s Advisory Committee report of 1996, “it is unlikely
that health affects reported by Gulf War veterans today are the result of exposure to DU
during the gulf war.” And finally, from the Independent Consultants Report prepared for the
Senate Veterans Committee Report and released just last week, Dr. Melissa McDermott, the
physician who is caring for those who have DU wounds, wrote “because the radioactivity
of DU is very low, the chemical toxicity of DU may be the most significant contributor of
human health risk. Other heavy metals such as lead, chromium, tungsten and natural
uranium are also chemically toxic.” In summary, Dr. McDermott writes, “while DU is a
radiological hazard, it’s relative low radioactivity level, the low likelihood of prolonged
duration of exposure except for those groups with retained metal fragments, suggest that a
significant cancer risk for DU exposure is small.”

To assess the health of Gulf War veterans exposed to DU, we have also information
from medical evaluation of those that we know have been most heavily exposed. This is a
unique source. For friendly fire incidents enables us to evaluate these exposures directly.
From Dr. McDermott, “‘since 1993, the Department of Veterans Affairs has been monitoring
33 vets who were seriously injured by friendly fire incidents involving depleted uranium.
These veterans although they continue to have medical problems, especially problems
related to physical injuries they received during friendly fire incidents, about half of this
group still has depleted uranium fragments in their bodies. Those with higher than normal
levels of uranium in their urine since monitoring began in 1993 have embedded DU
fragments.” These veterans are being followed very carefully and a number of different
medical tests are being done to determine if the depleted uranium fragments are causing any
health problems. The veterans being followed who were in friendly fire incidents but who
did not receive depleted uranium fragments, generally speaking, have not shown higher than
normal levels of uranium in their urine. For the 33 veterans in the program, tests for kidney
functions have all been normal. In addition, the reproductive health of this group appears
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to be normal in that all babies fathered by these veterans between 1991 and 1997 have no
observable birth defects.

This last July, the DoD and VA instituted a medical follow-up program to evaluate the
remaining veterans who received the largest dosage during the Gulf War, some 300
additional soldiers. The follow-up program is aimed at insuring that Gulf War veterans with
higher than normal levels of uranium in their body are identified and given appropriate
monitoring and treatment. The follow-up will be extended in phases. Should any health
problems be detected, there will be opportunities for medical follow-up with a local primary
care physician. The staff of the Baltimore VA is available for consultations. And let me
make this perfectly clear, while we are focusing on soldiers with the highest levels, highest
exposure to DU, the implementation directive from the VA states, “if the veterans were not
identified by the DoD as a possible DU exposure, but of a high level of concern after
consultation by DoD or VA, a DU protocol examination will be completed.” DoD and VA
plans to evaluate the tests, results and will then determine if further testing is warranted.

Let me raise one final point, The American Legion has been the leader in pressing the
Department of Defense to improve our DU training. Deputy Secretary of Defense ordered
a thorough review and asked me to monitor this training. After the first of the fiscal year,
I will be sending field teams to visit training sites to determine if the training is up to par.
The Deputy Secretary of Defense has asked me to be proactive to ensure that all of our
soldiers receive the required training for dealing with DU in peace time and in war. Again,
in closing, let me say that I concur with the position taken by our organizations. Specifically,
The American Legion is awaiting the completion of the ongoing research before it will
concur with definitive statements regarding the cause of Gulf War illnesses. We, The
American Legion, acknowledge however that the available scientific evidence weighs
against DU as a risk factor for Gulf War illness.

...At this time, the Delegates viewed a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: When veterans rise to high levels of business,
there is seldom a mention of their veteran status in the news media. Yet, Legionnaires know
our fellow veterans are making a difference in businesses, government and hometowns
everywhere. Today, a very special, successful veteran is joining us as our next guest here
in New Orleans. He’s best known for setting industry standards with innovative use of
technology and service excellence. He is Chairman, President and Chief Executive Officer
of a $16 billion dollar global transportation and logistics holding company. The one most
recognized is Federal Express. He also is co-chairman of the national World War 1I
Memorial Committee. Please welcome a man who served four years in the U.S. Marine
Corps during the Vietnam War—and one of the newest members of The American
Legion—the Chairman of FDX Corporation, Fred Smith.

Address: Frederick W, Smith
Chairman, President and CEO - Federal Express Corporation
Co-Chairman - World War II Memorial :

Last year, I accepted the honor of being the National Co-Chairman of the World War
11 Memorial Campaign to serve along with the National Campaign Chairman, former
Senator, Senate Majority Leader and Presidential candidate, Bob Dole. I'm sure you will
agree it is a very worthwhile national endeavor. Our task is to raise sufficient funds from the
private sector to build a lasting tribute to the World War II generation and place this
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memorial on the national mall in Washington, D.C. I should point out that while Senator
Dole is the Chairman and I am the Co-Chairman of the campaign, most of the real hard day
to day work is done by a dedicated group of men and women in the World War II Memorial
staff group. And in charge of that is the Secretary of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, General John Herrling of the U.S. Army Retired, who’s here with me on the
stage.

Now, I accepted this challenge for many reasons and I can assure you with 175,000
employees around the world, I’ve got plenty to do everyday. But when Senator Dole—a
man who served this country honorably and paid a tremendous personal sacrifice during
World War Il—when he asked me to do this, I really did not see how I could fail to respond.
From a very personal standpoint, my family was heavily involved in World War IL. My
father was a commander in the U.S. Navy and passed away in 1948. My stepfather was a
fighter pilot in the 14th Air Force in China during the war. My uncle, Sam, was in an
antitank unit in Europe. My uncle, Arthur, was an infantry man on New Guinea. And my
uncle, Bill, was a Navy radio operator on torpedo bombers. So, from a personal standpoint,
it did not seem to me that I could fail to honor their memory and all of them are now gone.
But T feel strongly that our nation owes those relatives of mine and the many millions of
others who served in World War II an appropriate tribute.

As a former marine and a Vietnam veteran, I think I understand the nature and
magnitude of the sacrifices made by service men and women and their families during war
and peace. I believe strongly that the recognition of those sacrifices is important to both
those who served and probably even more important to the education of future generations.
But the more involved in the campaign I became, the more I realized the enormity of the
responsibility that I'd accepted. The World War II Memorial will actually pay tribute to an
entire generation of men and women, those who fought on the battlefields of Europe and the
Pacific and those who built and maintained the greatest arsenal of democracy that
humankind had ever known. But there’s something else involved in the commemoration of
the World War II era that is an even larger issue and more important for subsequent
generations to see and understand.

This memorial will stand forever as a tribute to the values and ideals that made our
United States of America the greatest country in the world. It will be a testament to all of the
things that our country stands for, for the greater good over evil, for freedom and individual
rights over tyranny and for liberty over dictatorship. The memorial will represent, I believe,
the spirit and collective will of an entire people. Never before or since has our country been
so united and dedicated to achieving a common goal. Subsequent generations of Americans,
those who fought in Korea and Vietnam, can now walk the National Mall in Washington
and see firsthand the symbols of the nation’s gratitude carved in metal and stone for all time.
These veterans and their families have achieved a richly deserved measure of closure and
healing from the Korean and Vietnam War Memorials. I know, certainly, I have. Future
generations will know and recognize the sacrifices made by the brave men and women who
served and fought in those conflicts. However, you will not find, currently, any tangible
evidence or recognition of the debt owed to the veterans and families of the World War II
generation on our National Mall. Probably this was because when World War II ended, these
citizen soldiers of 1940s America, these heroes came home from the battlefields, put their
uniforms in the attic, carefully places the pictures of proud men and women in uniform on
the piano or mantle and returned to the business of rebuilding their lives and their country.
They returned to the mills and the factories and began to build new homes and families. I
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think the World War II generation almost uniquely asked for no tribute or glory other than
the simple right to begin to enjoy the freedoms they had won for themselves and with our
allies for the entire world. Our nation clearly emerged from that war changed forever.
Everyday all around us, we can see the fruits of these enormous sacrifices, relative peace,
freedom and prosperity unparalleled in the world. We, as a nation, owe a debt to these
heroes that can, I’'m sure you’ll agree, never be adequately repaid. All we can do is
commemorate these events and hope that future generations to come somehow will learn to
appreciate and admire what these courageous men and women sacrificed on their behalf. At
the same time, we pray that our children and their children will never have to choose
between life and death on the battlefield.

Sadly, each year, we lose more World War II veterans than were killed in action during
the entire four years of the war. A good example of that are the five relatives of mine that
I listed at the onset of this talk. Hundreds of thousands of these citizens will never see their
achievements memorialized on the National Mall unless we raise the funds necessary to
begin construction as soon as possible. I would imagine the question in many of your minds
was the same that was in mine when Senator Dole asked me to do this. Why in the world did
it take so long to do this? It’s a good question and quite frankly, it has no simple answer. I
can only give you my personal opinion. World War II was and it remains for many a great
scar much like a grievous scar on your body. But this scar is on the heart and soul of our
nation. It was won with pride and honor at the cost of many tens of thousands of American
lives. But it’s healed. Like most things, when you live with it for so long and it’s so close
to you, after a time, you don’t see it anymore.

World War I was so close to every family in America and so much a part of the fabric
of our daily lives that perhaps we just didn’t see it anymore. Hopefully, as a result of this
effort, the entire country is seeing it now. And we’re going to do something about it. We’re
going to correct an oversight and we’re going to do it right. The World War Il Memorial
will be located on the National Mall between the Lincoln Memorial and the Washington
Monument in a place of honor on the axis of the Avenue of Democracy. But this memorial
must be America’s memorial. It cannot belong to only a few who can donate huge sums of
money although we very much need and appreciate such large contributions. Each stone and
trowel full of mortar must equally represent the 10 to 20 dollar donation from a World War
II widow on a fixed income and the 2 million dollar donation from a major American
corporation. It took all Americans on the home front and the battlefields to fight and win
World War II. And it will take all Americans to build this beautiful memorial befitting the
great sacrifices of World War II. With this in mind, I came to you here today to ask you to
support your leadership and their renewed efforts to raise funds on behalf of the World War
I Memorial Project.

Members of The American Legion have already contributed more than one million
dollars to the campaign and I know that this was done at the same time you were conducting
a major campaign for the Citizen’s Flag Alliance. Your support to these levels is even more
admirable when put in that perspective. For this effort we are very grateful but it will take
much more to achieve our goal of breaking ground on Veterans Day of the year 2000. By
law, we must have all the funds in the bank before we can begin construction. That
estimated figure now stands at 100 million dollars. To date, our campaign has raised over
28 million dollars and this has been done in about a year and a half. This breaks all kinds
of records when compared. to the private funds used to build say, the Vietnam, the Korean
or the FDR Memorials. I think you’ll agree, it’s going to take an enormous effort to raise
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another 72 million dollars in two years. For this, we need your help. We need the same kind
of unity and complete dedication that it took to win World War II. This country did it before
and we can do it again, but only if the entire country is concerned and involved enough to
mobilize as it did 57 years ago in support of a common cause. On behalf of our Chairman,
Senator Bob Dole, and the entire World War I1 Memorial Campaign staff, and on behalf of
the 7 million living World War II veterans, I ask you to do all you can to support this very
worthwhile and long, long overdue project. My faith in this country of ours and in the
generosity of its people tells me we can make this happen. And together we will make it
happen.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: I believe the Department Commander of the
Volunteer state would like to come forward with a presentation, I believe.

DEPARTMENT COMMANDER PERRY ROBERTS: I know many of you are saying
“Why didn’t he join earlier?” No one asked him. I’m proud to say that he’s joining Post 1
in Memphis, Tennessee. Mr. Smith, we welcome you with open arms. We also present him
a lifetime membership in Post 1 in Memphis, Tennessee. Here, also, is his cap, which, I'm
sure, he’s going to wear with much pride. And last, but not least, the Volunteer State, the
great state of Tennessee, proudly presents from The American Legion $5,000 to the World
War II Memorial.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: What a wonderful donation from the proud
Legionnaires of Tennessee. Are there any other posts that might want to make a donation
to this worthwhile cause? I want to be alive and you want to be alive when this memorial
is built.

FANG A. WONG, New York: I'm the adjutant of Lieutenant Kimiau Chinese
Memorial Post 1291 of the great Department of New York. I’m very honored to make this
presentation. Just a short year ago in Orlando, for our 79th National Convention, we heard
Senator Bob Dole talk to us about the World War Il Memorial. At that time, we knew that
this particular project was long overdue. Earlier this year, my post adopted a resolution. The
resolution is to sponsor all our post’s active World War II veterans and all our post charter
members to be charter members of the World War II Memorial Society. The resolution
allows our post to donate on behalf of each one of our eligible members $35.00 so that they
could be included as charter members of the World War Il Memorial Society. We have four
reasons to do this.

¢ To help build the World War II Memorial

¢ To record the contributions and sacrifices of those American soldiers of

Chinese ancestry who helped win World War II

*  To show our deepest gratitude and respect to you World War II wonderful

veterans who are still kicking and living

*  To show our continued support to our national organization and also to the

great Department of New York.

So, for those reasons, I’m extremely proud represent Lieutenant B. R. Kimlau Chinese
Memorial Post 1291, from the great Department of New York to present you, Commander,
and you, Chairman, a check of $20,105 representing 519 eligible members from my Post.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Are there any other donations?

MR. ROBERT F. WOODRUFF, Georgia: The Legionnaires of the great state of
Georgia, in a quick effort to gather funds for this great endeavor. We gathered up $2,000
toward the cause, and this is just a seed that’s going to plant a garden.
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NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Mr. Smith, it sounds to me that the men and
women of The American Legion surely are ready to make a good commitment to you and
the World War II Memorial, because it’s truly justified to be built.

I would like to ask the National Chaplain to please come forward.

Presentation: Certificate of Appreciation
Anthony G. Jordan, Maine
National Commander

It has been a pleasure to have served this past year with a man who lives a life for “God
and for Country.” Rev. Henry E. Eisenhart of Pennsylvania, is a U.S. Army Air Corps
veteran of World War II. For 38 years he has been a member of The American Legion
Wallace Willard Keller Post 242 in Quakertown, Pennsylvania. It is with great pleasure that
I present to the Rev. Eisenhart a Certificate of Appreciation for his caring and devoted
service to The American Legion. The Certificate reads: Certificate of appreciation, presented
to the Reverend Henry E. Eisenhart, appointed and served as National Chaplain of The
American Legion, 1997-1998. Given in recognition of faithful and honorable service to The
American Legion.

NATIONAL CHAPLAIN EISENHART: With a deep sense of humility, and with a
heartfelt gratitude to the National Commander, the National Adjutant, and fellow
Legionnaires, I accept this certificate of appreciation. Spiritually, it was a most enriching
and rewarding year. Coupled with an unforgettable and enlightening experience, I will be
forever grateful for the distinct privilege and tremendous honor of serving as National
Chaplain of The American Legion from the Department of Pennsylvania.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: The next order of business is to recognize
Orlando, Florida for hosting the 79th National Convention of The American Legion. Of
course, I hold a special place in my heart for Orlando—the city where the delegates elected
me to serve as National Commander. To help with this order of business I'd like to call upon
immediate Past National Commander Joe Frank of Missouri.

Presentation: Plaque of Appreciation
Joseph J. Frank, Missouri
Past National Commander

I’m extremely honored to be back on the lectern again and the platform. It looks like
we’re downsizing a little bit here. [ was looking for my lectern and I couldn’t find that but
things will go on. It gives me great pleasure and honor to present this plaque on behalf of
The American Legion National Organization. It reads: “The American Legion in
appreciation of the hospitality of the city of Orlando and commemorating the 79th Annual
National Convention of The American Legion of Orlando, Florida 1997. Signed by, then
National Comnmander Joseph J. Frank and Robert Spanogle, Adjutant, Robert J. Proctor,
President, The American Legion Convention Corporation.”

MR. PROCTOR: It is indeed an honor and privilege for me to stand before you today
to accept this award on behalf of 120,000 members of the Florida American Legion, the
citizens of Orlando, and Mayor Hood. On my return to Orlando, I will present this plaque
and it will be in City Hall in Orlando. We were indeed honored and privileged to host the
79th National Convention. I hape you enjoyed yourself, because we enjoyed having you.
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At this time, I’d like to have my fellow Legionnaires please stand from the great state of
Florida, because without their help, this wasn’t possible.

Report: National Commander’s Report to the Convention
Anthony G. Jordan, Maine
National Commander

I want to introduce some people who have stuck by this Commander all year long.
First, I want to introduce the First Lady of The American Legion, my wife Claudette, our
daughter Stephanie, our daughter Renee, our son Mark, my daughter Kimberly, her husband
John, and a month old grandson that we love. I hope to have a future son-in-law in this guy
right here, Nate. Last but not least, Kevin, he’s the next to the oldest son. I have a brother
here somewhere acting as aide, his wife, my sister-in-law, Eileen.

From the day I was elected your Commander, and presented testimony in Congress to
this very day here in New Orleans, serving as your National Commander, has been fun and
rewarding because of each and every one of you. It is truly an unforgettable experience, the
greatest experience of my life. I thank you for giving me the opportunity to serve as your
National Commander. But more than anything, serving as your National Commander, I
honestly believe, has strengthened me. Maybe there’s three ways and three outstanding
beliefs that I could share with you. One, the American way of life is the best. I’ve learned
that. Our troops are the world’s finest, the cream of the crop, everywhere this National
Commander has gone. I also realize that The American Legion, supported by the Auxiliary
and the Sons is the finest organization you can belong to. The greatness of this organization
is a reflection of your dedication to God and to Country. You are The American Legion.
Everywhere this Commander went, I represented you with pride, dignity, dedication and
respect for those founding ideals of a great organization.

1 sat across the table from Vietnamese government officials and I told them to their face
that they must do more to provide the fullest possible accounting of our missing and our
POW and MIAs. I stood in the breach separating the democracy from tyranny, between the
two Koreas, and informed our troops in the DMZ that we are so proud of them. I can
remember standing there as if it was today, with my wife, my aide, the National President
and her husband. What a feeling, what a class act, what troops we have that serve us on the
DMZ. What a feeling it is to be there. Be proud of your troops. They’re the greatest.

After being elected National Commander in Orlando last year, I issued a call, a call for
change. I dealt with change all year long and today I congratulate you on meeting that
challenge of change. I’ve seen it everywhere I've gone, all over this great country of ours.
You are willing to sacrifice, willing to make a positive change in this great nation. But more
so, it starts with The American Legion at the post level. That’s where it counts, that’s where
the changes are made. The changes aren’t on a national level. They start at the post level.
We have done a great job during my term. For 80 years, Legionnaires have done what I
believe they were set out to do. My term was no different because we live by the same motto
that they did years ago, we live by the same motto as I believe many of you learned when
you served the military. We will not fail those whom we serve.

Twelve months in office, that doesn’t seem possible. Not one month went by that I felt
that The American Legion didn’t make a difference. We make an impression on the ripples
across this great nation of ours. We’re making an impact. We affect people’s lives as The
American Legion makes a difference, positive changes. And we’ve had fun. It’s been
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enjoyable. And it all started back in September. And I want to share some of these months
as they’ve gone by.

We helped to change the perception of the Land Mine Treaty in September. If the
United States had abandoned land mines our troops between the two Koreas and elsewhere
would have become more vulnerable to attack. Polls showed that two-thirds of the nation
supported the treaty even though Russia, China, and North Korea didn’t want any part of
it. Thanks in part to the influence of The American Legion, the administration backed away
from a land mine treaty. We still have clout, I believe where it counts.

In October, we helped to change the North Korean perspective on the POW and the
MIA issue. North Koreans entered into a joint field operation to recover the remains of
American POWSs and MIAs. A representative of The American Legion went to Panmunjom
for a repatriation ceremony. This was not the same North Korea that many of you in this
room know, believe me. Signs of change came and can come, come from unlikely places.
Three days before my Far East trip, something unprecedented happened in Washington. For
the first time, a senior North Korean official held talks with his American counterparts at the
State Department. An exchange of diplomatic and cooperation on accounting of the
Americans POW and the MIAs were on the agenda for the first time. That’s a change that
we can live with.

In November of ‘97 our Persian Gulf initiative in Washington helped to change the way
our government deals with sick Gulf War veterans. The administration created a permanent
statutory program that would allow sick Gulf War veterans to receive treatment for their
ailments. Under the new program, veterans needed proof that chemical or biological
exposures caused their problems. This policy makes sense. When a healthy service man or
woman comes home in bad shape along with the thousands of others, it doesn’t take
Colombo to figure out that their illnesses are service-connected. It sets aside, in addition,
$15 million for scientific research into what makes them sick. Further improvements in the
processing of Gulf War illnesses claims were implemented in January and February, among
them, training claims, processors insuring clear-cut guidance on the handling of the each of
them, decentralizing the process to the 58 regional offices. In other words, we got what we
wanted, change in the way Guif War veterans are treated. I spoke all year long saying how
do you figure this out? We ask young men and women to go to the Persian Gulf, put their
lives on the line and they come home sick and the government felt they didn’t have an.
obligation? Hog wash! I said that all year long, it’s baloney! Thanks to you, thanks to The
American Legion there will be no repeat of Agent Orange horror stories either. When it
comes to service connected illnesses, The American Legion will hold our leaders
accountable for insuring that our troops are taken care of. There’s no compromise. That’s
why [ was so delighted to see our GI Bill of Health move closer to reality this year.

By January, Representative Bob Stump from Arizona and Representative Bill Thomas
of California, I believe, cleared the way for a test of the key provisions of the GI Bill of
Health, allowing VA medical centers to except veterans Medicare payments. It will be
awhile before the whole GI Bill of Health becomes a reality. But this test proves that we’re
on the right track in The American Legion, more than any other veterans organization that
you can belong to. The American Legion again takes the lead. Those who sacrificed for
freedom in our nation’s armed forces deserve access to health care in a system set up to
serve them. Your American Legion is changing the way veterans health care is provided.
Change in that area, I believe, is long overdue.
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I want to reflect on something that happened in December of 1997 and it’s about
Arlington. Boy, that’s a tough one. When it appeared that someone was unjustly buried in
Arlington National Cemetery, I called for an immediate Congressional investigation. I called
for the investigation after I asked God to calm me down just a little bit because I was in the
Far East trip at the time and the news hit me and hit me hard. Representative Terry Everett
of Alabama grabbed the bull by the homs, as I like to say, and as a result the Army changed
the way it handles waivers for burial in our nation’s most hallowed ground. No disrespect
to Ambassador Larry Lawrence, whose politics had nothing to do with his body being
relocated from Arlington. The American Legion position is very clear about that. To aliow
one person to be buried in Arlington fraudulently dishonors the memory of those who are
buried in Arlington rightfully.

In January, we orchestrated a change in the foolhardy federal policy denying per diem
to state veterans homes under a short-lived policy. The VA wanted to provide either per
diem or Medicare, not both. At the Orlando convention, delegates adopted a resolution
opposing this policy, if you remember. And officials at the Department of Veterans Affairs,
I’'m delighted to report, changed the policy. Now, state homes get their per diem at the same
time eligible veterans in those homes receive Medicare. Once again, our voice was heard in
Washington. And veterans in state nursing home have not only the VA to thank, they also
have you, the men and women of The American Legion to thank.

In February, we changed the scope of veterans employment opportunities, all with our
partnership with Hire Quality. This created a nation-wide pipeline of jobs for America’s
newest wartime veterans. After they get settled into their new jobs, those veterans who are
not members of The American Legion before they received employment and assistance, had
good reason to join The American Legion afterwards.

In March, we scored a victory for the veterans who used today’s GI Bill. The
administration’s budget called for long overdue increase in Montgomery GI Bill funding and
Congress agreed.

In April, members of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee pulled a fast one on us.
They slid $17 billion into the highway construction bill. The money came from health care
for veterans with smoking related illnesses related to the military service. And as soon as I
found out about this, got a hold of Senator McCain and others, who tried to put some of the
money back. This is an issue that The American Legion will not let just fade away. Working
together, we as Legionnaires will change a perspective in Congress that they can short
change sick veterans without feeling our heart. Baloney!

In May, we launched a Show Your Colors, America! campaign across this great country
of ours. It was an American campaign, I call it, through encouraging American’s to fly the
American flag, fly Old Glory, help to change the ridiculous notion that’s out there that
patriotism is only for patriots. Our nation’s flag flies from porches, flies from businesses,
flies everywhere that it’s never flown before. This message is clear: Americans love their
flag. Americans will not stand for the legal desecration of that which the blood of patriots
sanctify.

In June, Congress showed a keen understanding of what we’ve been saying for years,
that our military cannot do more with less. This was indeed a refreshing change for this
Commander. The Senate passed an amendment in June making it harder for the
administration to close bases. It was an amendment to the Pentagon’s $270 billion spending
bill. Longer and more frequent deployments poise a non-win situation for our national
interests. A non-win situation for those who serve.
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In July, the flag protection amendment, Senate Joint Resolution 40, cleared the Senate
Judiciary Committee. And as soon as that committee approved the bill, we saw a change in
our opposition. The ACLU and others decided to take the amendment and you more
seriously. They started running ads against the amendment in key states that I traveled and
they urged newspapers to run negative editorials. Your contacts with members of Congress
made a difference. Keep it up and I know this senate will pass this flag protection
constitutional amendment. There is no question about it. Send this issue back to where I’'ve
been saying all year, send it back to the American people. Let them decide on the ratification
of this process.

I represented you in Bosnia recently, in August. It was very successful, I think
changing the perspective of The American Legion among some of our younger veterans to
whom I spoke. When I was in Bosnia, I had General Brooks from my staff with me. What
a great man to take. When I went to Bosnia, I had no idea what I was going to see. But, I
wore myself out signing American Legion Magazines that were visible all over Bosnia,
stacks of them. While they were speaking and briefing me, I'm signing Legion magazines.
Signed up new members as well. I think it’s important for you to know how visible we are.
And if they didn’t belong, you know how they knew about The American Legion? From
their fathers and grandfathers and relatives. We’re visible, ladies and gentlemen, and I thank
you for allowing us to be visible in Bosnia by sending the magazine. When later these troops
come home, please welcome them back, these most recent veterans. Fit them into your post
and, more than that, make them part of the community, as your post should be. I’ve always
said you must adapt your post to the community in which you serve. They must see us as
Legionnaires, not as a bunch of old men. Because we make a difference.

They, too, are concerned about our flag. They, too, are concerned about health care.
Considering we need younger veterans to keep this organization going, we must reach out
as we’ve done for many, many years. You know we help veterans. We reach in our pockets
to pay dues and we reach in our pockets to help with the emergency fund. We reach because
we care. We always have a helping hand. But I ask you to get these most recent veterans
involved. Get them involved and make them feel welcome. I believe it’s a fast way to build
up our membership and keep our programs strong because with a strong membership base,
you will have the most beautiful programs you’ve ever had in your life.

‘We must adapt all our posts to those respected communities in which we serve. Soon
we will be commemorating the 80th anniversary of the end of World War I, a war of our’
American Legion founders. I can’t help thinking that our founders are now looking on us,
as many of my friends are who are no longer with us, those that gave me the opportunity to
serve, looking down on our accomplishments with pride. Our founders had a passion to get
things done for veterans and the widows and the orphans, to preserve the core values of this
great nation of ours, and to insure that our men and women of the armed forces go to a well
prepared war. They need to be prepared and we need a strong military. And we can win any
war. What bothers me, as your National Commander, before I close, is as you travel, we
have a tendency to take things for granted. We all think we’re living in peace. I ask you to
be on your guard at all times. But our founding fathers were never afraid to make a
difference. I think we’ve carried on a tradition as they gave us the GI Bill of Health. What
was that all about? We keep those things going, I mean, the GI Bill. The GI Bill keeps
going. We reinforce things. We have to change. We have to adapt to this world today. I ask
you, in changing, the way you do business, look to the 21st century as you change. You’ve
made a difference for me this year, and I am so proud of you. I have felt this year, so proud
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of representing the greatest organization. This cap does not belong to me. This cap belong:
to you.

...At this time, the delegates watched a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: You’ve heard me speak of The Americar
Legion family this year. During my travels I’ve tried to emphasize the role of the Americar
Legion Auxiliary and the Sons of The American Legion in making our communities a muct
better place to live. The man I’m going to introduce to you has been a member for more thar
20 years. Now, it’s time for you to meet the new leader of the Sons of The American Legion
He’s a high school teacher and he’s very active in his hometown of Raceland—right here
in the Pelican State. He understands what a great state he lives in, I don’t have to tell him
Serving the Sons on the national level he has been Membership Chairman, Finance
Chairman and Education Chairman. He’s also served as the Sons of The American Legior
National Chaplain. Today, he comes before this body as the newly elected Nationa
Commander of the Sons of The American Legion. How fitting to be elected in this
community, with a theme of “Serving Together Today for a Stronger American Legior
Family Tomorrow.” Welcome from Squadron 349 of the Detachment of Louisiana, Nationa
Commander Byron Robichaux.

Byron Robichaux, Louisiana, National Commander
Sons of the American Legion

On behalf of the 207,495 members of the Sons of the American Legion, I bring you
greetings and wish to you, Mr. Commander, the best success in this Convention. As you
said, I'm from Louisiana, so it was especially exciting and gratifying to be here, my very
home state, to be installed as the National Commander. For my family and friends to be able
to witness that was an excitement that’s really hard to explain.

Each year, Sons of the American Legion strives to increase its participation in
American Legion programs. And hopefully, we will have that success again this year. Fot
the past year, we were able to reach a new all time high in membership, reaching 103% and
still growing. Child welfare donations this year was another all time high with the Sons of
"The American Legion donating $167,473.66 to the Child Welfare Foundation. That total
puts us just shy of $900,000 since our association with the foundation. And this year we will
reach $1 million plus in donations to the Child Welfare Foundation since our affiliation with
the foundation. VA&R reports-showed 153,577 hours of volunteer service along with over
$649,000 of donations. And that’s not it. You go from detachment to detachment, you see
tens of thousands of dollars being raised for other programs in the community, support for
the Citizens Flag Alliance and Show Your Colors, America! program. Citizens Flag Alliance
and the passage of that amendment are important. You know, a lot of times, they bring ur
the issue with the Citizens Flag Alliance and the flag amendment about freedom of speech.
“The biggest infringement on freedom of speech would be the failure of the United States
Congress to allow the people’s voice to be heard. That’s the biggest infringement of speech.
We hope to continue the work of many American Legion programs, to put emphasis on
veterans programs. We must make sure that we never forget the underlying purpose of why
we’re here: to assist American veterans. We will push this year to help with the World War
II Memorial and many other programs of The American Legion.

It is also important, as we turn the century, to keep pace with technology. If we do not
‘keep pace with the technology and the things that are out there, then we might not keep pace
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with the people out there who are our members or could be our members. Our success and
growth, ability to be open to new ideas and changes in technology will determine our
success in the future.

I put a lot of emphasis on the youth in our organization. A lot of times, I think the
younger members get left aside. We’re trying to develop programs such as youth soccer and
child welfare walkers, encouraging walks or runs to raise money for child welfare so that
any member of the Sons of The American Legion at any age can be involved. The younger
members are a part of our family too. As National Commander Jordan said, family, The
American Legion family is important. The stronger we grow as a family, then the stronger
force we can be in America.

While up here, I have a couple of people I want to introduce as well. We have with us
the person who has served as our National Adjutant for the past 12 years and he is stepping
down this year, retiring from that position and that’s Mr. Woodrow Mudge from Colorado.
We also have with us the person who's replacing him, our new National Adjutant, Mr. Brian
O’Heame from Massachusetts. Once again, Mr. Commander, it’s been a pleasure to be able
to come before The American Legion and bring greetings.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: As we gather in New Orleans, The Society
of the Founders of The American Legion has only one man living who was present at that
first National Convention. I’d like to read a brief message from George Bentley, chairman
of the Executive Board of the Society of American Legion Founders. Unfortunately, he is
unable to be with us today but I am pleased to read something to you from him. As you
know, Judge Foley and myself had a great opportunity to spend some time with him when
1 visited Minnesota.

Message to the Conventien
George Bentley, The Society of American Legion Founders

“I am pleased to send greetings to the National Convention of The American Legion.
Unfortunately, I cannot be there in New Orleans with you but I do remember the good times
that I have had when attending past conventions. Those conventions always proudly
displayed the American flag. It is very unfortunate that some Americans do not show proper
respect to our colors. I am confident that Congress will pass the appropriate legislation this
year that will protect our flag. It would be a shame if that does not happen.

If you attended the convention in Orlando last year, this message came from both
myself and John Gable, the other Founder. But sadly, John passed to Post Everlasting last
year, at the age of 96. I am now the only living Legionnaire who attended in 1919 one of the
two caucuses that brought about our great American Legion. Good luck on your National
Convention. As the last living Founder, I pray that you achieve all the goals that you have
in front of you. God bless The American Legion and God bless America.”

...At this time, the delegates watched a video.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Pat Boone has definitely taken a beautiful
step in the production of this video, American Glory. The combination of songs and pictures
brings to life the beauty that abounds across our great nation. If you’d like to see more on
this, American Glory, stops by the Citizens Flag Alliance booth here in the Convention
Center. Pat is a true believer in the campaign to protect Old Glory from physical desecration.
That’s why he has given the Citizens Flag Alliance the opportunity to offer this video tape
for $24.95 which includes shipping. Every tape purchased provides funding for the flag
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protection campaign. As a special, to the Convention goers here in New Orleans, you can
order American Glory for just $20.00. Take advantage of that. It brings me back, makes me
feel young again.

The American Legion online is joining with the National American Legion Press
Association to provide an award for The American Legion Home Page of the Month. Stop
by the Internet booth and learn more about this award program and how the Internet can be
a resource for your post.

Men and women of The American Legion share a source of pride with our next guest.
That source is our common, unprotected border which stretches from the Atlantic to the
Pacific. Born in what is now Pakistan, he was educated in British public schools until his
family immigrated to Canada in 1960. He became a career military man. My next guest
retired from the Air Force in 1980. He went to work for the Registry of Motor Vehicles in
the Province of Nova Scotia. He serves as an inspector with that Registry. As a veteran and
aman who is concerned with his fellow veterans, he has been active in the Army, Navy and
Air Force Veterans In Canada and has risen to that highest position. He is the outgoing
President of the Dominion. Welcome Past Dominion President of the Army, Navy and Air
Force Veterans In Canada, Akmal Khan.

Address: Akmal Khan, Past Dominion President
Army, Navy and Air Force Veterans in Canada

It is my honor and pleasure to bring you greetings from the Executive Members of the
Army Navy and Air Force Veterans in Canada, Canada’s oldest veterans organization at 158
years of age. | had the pleasure of the company of your National Commander, Tony Jordan,
at our last convention held in Halifax, Nova Scotia, just this mid-August. Also there were
two of your past national commanders. It made us very proud to be able to welcome them
to Canada. Our aims and objects are basically the same: to look after the needs of the
veterans and their spouses and to lobby on behaif of them with the government to see that
their needs are met. We must be ever vigilant that what benefits we have now are not taken
away and to keep pushing for reform to the pension system. We must never forget that it was
you, the veteran, who served for your country to be proud and free. You have paid the price
for freedom that our young people take for granted. National Commander, it gives me great
pleasure to present you with a small token of our appreciation and respect for the
comradeship that our organizations share.

NATIONAL COMMANDER JORDAN: Each year at our national convention,
representatives of veterans advocate groups from other countries always join us. Today, we
are honored to have in New Orleans with us a man who served his nation in uniform at home
in England as well as in Egypt and Germany during the early 1950s. After military service
he followed a career in secondary education, becoming a senior lecturer. After taking early
retirement in 1993 he was able to devote more time to his volunteer service with the Royal
British Legion. He has served in many roles with the Legion—and he has made the trip to
America to visit with us as their top leader. Welcome the National Chairman of The Royal
British Legion, John Champ.
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Address: John Champ, Chairman
The Royal British Legion

I find it very difficult as I'm such a new boy, having just been elected, and to follow
all these fine orators who have gone before me today, especially, those young people this
morning. They were brilliant, I thought. It might be of interest to know that we are trustees
of a scholarship where we send two young people to university in Korea where these Korean
veterans have been. My wife, Jill, and myself are extremely grateful for the way people have
looked after us here since we’ve arrived. They’ve been very kind to us and have taken us
around. Otherwise, as it’s our first visit to the United States of America, I think we would
have been lost without the assistance we have received. So, we’re extremely grateful.

I wish to extend to you, National Commander, and all the delegates and the guests, the
best wishes of the Royal British Legion for a successful annual Convention. I can appreciate
that you have a very busy time ahead of you. I must mention a couple of points which I feel
are for both of us, in which we are both interested in. Last week, I was with the Australian
veterans Congress. They also are having a fight similar to yours over their flag being
desecrated and they obviously wish you every success.

The other point that I have been specificaily asked to mention was to express the
Legion’s thanks for the friendship and hospitality you gave the skipper and the crew of a
yacht Pause to Remember in last years British Telecom Around the World race. They are
so grateful to all you have done. The skipper [Tom O’Connor] of the boat is an army
Captain in the Republic of Ireland’s army. He is a glider pilot. You can see he’s a very
versatile young man. He is so grateful for all the assistance he had from all of the veteran
organizations all the way around the world, especially in Boston. My wife and I actually
went off to see the start of this race. We went off in a little boat in the channel and it was the
foulest weather you can imagine, Force 9 gales and it wasn’t really pleasant. From all those
little windows or port holes, there were a tremendous number of people hanging out and I
don’t think they were giving good wishes or anything to the crew.

It took the message of remembrance around the world, something which you, I'm sure,
feel the same as we, in Britain and in Canada. People feel that we are custodians of
remembrance in their country. There are a number of ways this is carried out around the
world. For instance in Ypres in Belgium, every single night of the year, the traffic is stopped
and the Last Post which is similar to your Taps is sounded and a salute occurs. I was there
last month and it was really fantastic. I'm a little emotional around things like this, to have
seen the men in gate with all those thousands of names of all those people who were lost in
the First World War, with no known grave. I just came to the few there and I got up to 6,000
in Australia. And such a little country in the First World War period, no population at all.
I’ve also received an invitation to a birthday party. There are three people who have their
birthday within one month of one another. And we’re going to have a special little birthday
party and it’s going to be in a hotel in Ypres in Belgium. Their ages are 100, 103, and 106.
And al] of those are Executive Director-servicemen from the First World War. They actually
included in the invitation to me if I wouldn’t mind a couple of youngsters also coming along
of 98 and 99. One of these old veterans served in the Cameron Highlanders and his name
happens to be Robert Burns. _

People have to understand the sacrifices made b